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Of the thousands of people who escaped through the Pyrenees during World War II, at least one hundred
owe their lives to a daring scheme that Belgian Charles Schepens masterminded in Mendive, a remote
Basque village near the French-Spanish border. The story of this near-miraculous resistance effort, an epic
undertaking carried out in plain view of the Nazis, is recounted in full for the first time in The Surgeon and
the Shepherd, an incredible, true tale of wartime heroism.

In 1942, in coordination with the Belgian resistance, Schepens stage-managed a highly secret information
and evacuation service through the counterfeit operation of a back-country lumbering enterprise. This book
traces Schepens’s gradual transformation from an apolitical young ophthalmologist into double agent
“Jacques Pérot,” and his emergence in the postwar period as a modern folk hero to the residents of Mendive.
Woven into the account are the stories of a remarkable international cast of characters, most notably the
Basque shepherd Jean Sarochar, regarded as a local misfit, with whom Schepens formed his most unlikely
partnership and an enduring friendship.

Part biography, part spy tale, part cultural study, The Surgeon and the Shepherd is based on more than ten
years of oral history research. The saga of a Belgian “first resister” who, by posing as a collaborator,
successfully duped both the Germans and the local French Basque population, it offers a powerful and
illuminating picture of moral and physical courage.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Feist:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Reading a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Surgeon and the
Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes in Vichy France book because book offers you rich data and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jon Pittenger:

Precisely why? Because this The Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes in Vichy France is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your skill
and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Lillie Stein:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for your requirements is The Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes in Vichy France this book
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Trisha McClain:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two
Resistance Heroes in Vichy France or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher
or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two Resistance



Heroes in Vichy France to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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