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A vivid history of America's biggest, baddest prison system and how it cameto lead the nation's
punitive revolution

In the prison business, al roads lead to Texas. The most locked-down state in the nation has led the way in
criminal justice severity, from assembly-line executions to isolation supermaxes, from prison privatization to
sentencing juveniles as adults. Texas Tough, a sweeping history of American imprisonment from the days of
davery to the present, shows how a plantation-based penal system once dismissed as barbaric became the
national template.

Drawing on convict accounts, official records, and interviews with prisoners, guards, and lawmakers,
historian Robert Perkinson reveals the Southern roots of our present-day prison colossus. While conventional
histories emphasize the North's rehabilitative approach, he shows how the retributive and profit-driven
regime of the South ultimately triumphed. Most provocatively, he argues that just as convict leasing and
segregation emerged in response to Reconstruction, so today's mass incarceration, with its vast racial
disparities, must be seen as a backlash against civil rights.

IHluminating for the first time the origins of America's prison juggernaut, Texas Tough points toward a more
just and humane future.
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From reader reviews:
Timothy Patrick:

With other case, little people like to read book Texas Tough: The Rise of America's Prison Empire. Y ou can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Aslong as we know about how isimportant some sort of
book Texas Tough: The Rise of America's Prison Empire. Y ou can add information and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you may know that. In this era, we can open abook or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Merideth Davis;

Now aday those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not demand peopl e to be aware of each details they get. How people
have to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Texas Tough: The Rise of America’s
Prison Empire book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledgein
this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Scott Hagen:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into alife style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Texas Tough:
The Rise of Americas Prison Empire iskind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Kendrick Mills:

As astudent exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit
or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this Texas Tough: The Rise of America's Prison Empire can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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