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"Hot Miss Lil" Hardin was the star pianist of King Oliver's Creole Jazz Band when, in 1922, a trumpet player
named Louis Armstrong joined the band in Chicago. The educated and polished Hardin was decidedly
unimpressed with Armstrong's lack of sophistication, yet she recognized a wealth of untapped potential in
the shy young trumpeter. Over the course of the next few years, Hardin taught Louis how to read music,
urged him to take the spotlight, and eventually became his second wife. Encouraging his own natural talent,
Lil Hardin Armstrong helped turn Louis Armstrong from a gifted second coronet into a jazz legend.

In Just for a Thrill, biographer James Dickerson tells Lil's remarkable story, from her childhood in Memphis
with a mother who beat her for playing 'the devil's music,' to her death onstage during a memorial jazz
concert for Louis in 1971. Her marriage to Louis and the musical innovations that came from their years as
jazz's first power couple forms the centerpiece of Lil's story. Their divorce, according to Dickerson, was a
blow from which Lil never recovered.

Dickerson guides readers through the underworld of jazz's past, when Memphis's red light district and mob
clubs in Chicago were among the only places jazz musicians could perform, and when, despite Lil's
warnings, Louis took on gangsters as business partners. His account of Lil's years with Louis recalls the
landmark recordings they made together, the career lows that followed the highs, and Lil's commitment to
free Louis from the poverty and racism that he never thought he could escape.

A prolific songwriter, an energetic recording artist, and an exemplary entertainer, Lil Hardin Armstrong has
been overlooked for decades. Dickerson's book sets the record straight, revisiting the triumphs and
heartbreaks of her life and calling overdue attention to her remarkable contributions to American music.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Bingham:

In other case, little folks like to read book Just for a Thrill: Lil Hardin Armstrong, First Lady of Jazz. You
can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort
of book Just for a Thrill: Lil Hardin Armstrong, First Lady of Jazz. You can add know-how and of course
you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful
thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Scottie Hicks:

The book untitled Just for a Thrill: Lil Hardin Armstrong, First Lady of Jazz contain a lot of information on
the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
published by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice read.

Edna Kissel:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That Just for a Thrill: Lil Hardin Armstrong, First Lady of Jazz
can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't
and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Just for a Thrill: Lil Hardin
Armstrong, First Lady of Jazz.

Sonia Cancel:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real
their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Just for a Thrill: Lil Hardin Armstrong, First Lady of Jazz can make you really feel
more interested to read.
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