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In the mid- to late 1940s, a group of young men rattled the psychiatric establishment by beaming a public
spotlight on the squalid conditions and brutality in our nation's mental hospitals and training schools for
people with psychiatric and intellectual disabilities. Bringing the abuses to the attention of newspapers and
magazines across the country, they led a reform effort to change public attitudes and to improve the training
and status of institutional staff. Prominent Americans, including Eleanor Roosevelt, ACLU founder Roger
Baldwin, author Pearl S. Buck, actress Helen Hayes, and African-American activist Mary McLeod Bethune,
supported the efforts of the young men.

These young men were among the 12,000 World War II conscientious objectors who chose to perform
civilian public service as an alternative to fighting in what is widely regarded as America's "good war."
Three thousand of these men volunteered to work at state institutions, where they found conditions appalling.
Acting on conscience a second time, they challenged America's treatment of its citizens with severe
disabilities. Acts of Conscience brings to light the extraordinary efforts of these courageous men, drawing
upon extensive archival research, interviews, and personal correspondence.

The World War II conscientious objectors were not the first to expose public institutions, and they would not
be the last. What distinguishes them from reformers of other eras is that their activities have faded from
professional and popular memory. Steven J. Taylor's moving account is an indispensable contribution to the
historical record.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Roundy:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Acts of Conscience: World
War II, Mental Institutions, and Religious Objectors (Critical Perspectives on Disability). All type of book
could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Anthony Hanna:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take Acts of Conscience: World War II, Mental Institutions, and Religious
Objectors (Critical Perspectives on Disability) as the daily resource information.

Richard Ma:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of
them is this Acts of Conscience: World War II, Mental Institutions, and Religious Objectors (Critical
Perspectives on Disability).

David McMillian:

The book untitled Acts of Conscience: World War II, Mental Institutions, and Religious Objectors (Critical
Perspectives on Disability) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea
with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy
to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time
of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you
can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.
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