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Early in the twentieth century, the political humorist Will Rogers was arguably the most famous cowboy in
America. And though most in his vast audience didn't know it, he was also the most famous Indian of his
time. Those who know of Rogers's Cherokee heritage and upbringing tend to minimize its importance, or to
imagine that Rogers himself did so—notwithstanding his avowal in interviews: "I'm a Cherokee and they're
the finest Indians in the World." The truth is, throughout his adult life and his work the Oklahoma cowboy
made much of his American Indian background. And in doing so, as Amy Ware suggests in this book, he
made Cherokee artistry a fundamental part of American popular culture.

Rogers, whose father was a prominent and wealthy Cherokee politician and former Confederate slaveholder,
was born into the Paint Clan in the town of Oolagah in 1879 and raised in the Cooweescoowee District of the
Cherokee Nation. Ware maps out this milieu, illuminating the familial and social networks, aswell as the
Cherokee ranching practices, educational institutions, popular publications and heated political debates that
so firmly grounded Rogersin the culture of the Cherokee. Through his early career, from Wild West and
vaudeville performer to Ziegfeld Follies headliner in the late 1910s, she reveals how Rogers embodied the
seemingly conflicting roles of cowboy and Indian, in effect enacting the blending of these identitiesin his
art. Rogersswork in the film industry also reflected complex notions of American Indian identity and
history, as Ware demonstratesin her reading of the clearest examples, including Laughing Billy Hyde, in
which Rogers, an Indian, portrayed awhite prospector married to an Indian woman—who was played by a
white actress.

In hiswork as a columnist for the New York Times, and in his radio performances, Ware continuesto trace
the Cherokee influence on Rogers's material—and in turn itsimpact on his audiences. It isin these largely
uncensored performances that we see another side of Rogers's Cherokee persona—actribal elitism that
elevated the Cherokee above other Indian nations. Ware's exploration of this distinction exposes still-
common assumptions regarding Native authenticity in the history of American culture, even as her in-depth
look at Will Rogers's heritage and legacy reshapes our perspective on the Native presence in that history, and
in the life and work of atrue American icon.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Gale:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The Cherokee Kid:
Will Rogers, Tribal Identity, and the Making of an American Icon iskind of reserve which isgiving the
reader unforeseen experience.

Tony Partee:

This book untitled The Cherokee Kid: Will Rogers, Tribal Identity, and the Making of an American Icon to
be one of several booksin which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can
get alot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it
by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide
from your list.

Katherine Clark:

Typically the book The Cherokee Kid: Will Rogers, Tribal Identity, and the Making of an American Icon
will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the ideais very
unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Cherokee Kid: Will
Rogers, Tribal Identity, and the Making of an American Icon is much recommended to you you just read.
Y ou can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Roberta Lawrence:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Cherokee Kid: Will
Rogers, Tribal Identity, and the Making of an American Icon that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So, for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to
pick The Cherokee Kid: Will Rogers, Tribal Identity, and the Making of an American Icon become your
Starter.
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