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The ancient Mesoamerican city of Izapa in Chiapas, Mexico, is renowned for its extensive collection of
elaborate stone stelae and altars, which were carved during the Late Preclassic period (300 BC-AD 250).
Many of these monuments depict kings garbed in the costume and persona of a bird, a well-known avian
deity who had great significance for the Maya and other cultures in adjacent regions. This Izapan style of
carving and kingly representation appears at numerous sites across the Pacific slope and piedmont of Mexico
and Guatemala, making it possible to trace political and economic corridors of communication during the
Late Preclassic period.

In this book, Julia Guernsey offers a masterful art historical analysis of the Izapan style monuments and their
integral role in developing and communicating the institution of divine kingship. She looks specifically at
how rulers expressed political authority by erecting monuments that recorded their performance of rituals in
which they communicated with the supernatural realm in the persona of the avian deity. She also considers
how rulers used the monuments to structure their built environment and create spaces for ritual and
politically charged performances. Setting her discussion in a broader context, Guernsey also considers how
the Izapan style monuments helped to motivate and structure some of the dramatic, pan-regional
developments of the Late Preclassic period, including the forging of a codified language of divine kingship.
This pioneering investigation, which links monumental art to the matrices of political, economic, and
supernatural exchange, offers an important new understanding of a region, time period, and group of
monuments that played a key role in the history of Mesoamerica and continue to intrigue scholars within the
field of Mesoamerican studies.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Clark:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Ritual and Power in
Stone: The Performance of Rulership in Mesoamerican Izapan Style Art (Linda Schele Series in Maya and
Pre-Columbian Studies) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jerry Schooler:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Ritual and Power in Stone:
The Performance of Rulership in Mesoamerican Izapan Style Art (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-
Columbian Studies) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how
they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all
of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you
may pick Ritual and Power in Stone: The Performance of Rulership in Mesoamerican Izapan Style Art
(Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) become your own personal starter.

James Longo:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Ritual and Power in Stone: The Performance of Rulership in Mesoamerican
Izapan Style Art (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) why because the great cover that
make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as
the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Minnie Weiner:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Ritual and Power in Stone: The
Performance of Rulership in Mesoamerican Izapan Style Art (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-
Columbian Studies) or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the



fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Ritual and Power in Stone: The Performance of Rulership in
Mesoamerican Izapan Style Art (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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