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Drawing on a large body of empirical evidence, former Harvard President Derek Bok examines how much
progress college students actually make toward widely accepted goals of undergraduate education. His
conclusions are sobering. Although most students make gains in many important respects, they improve
much less than they should in such important areas as writing, critical thinking, quantitative skills, and moral
reasoning. Large majorities of college seniors do not feel that they have made substantial progress in
speaking a foreign language, acquiring cultural and aesthetic interests, or learning what they need to know to
become active and informed citizens. Overall, despite their vastly increased resources, more powerful
technology, and hundreds of new courses, colleges cannot be confident that students are learning more than
they did fifty years ago.

Looking further, Bok finds that many important college courses are left to the least experienced teachers and
that most professors continue to teach in ways that have proven to be less effective than other available
methods. In reviewing their educational programs, however, faculties typically ignore this evidence. Instead,
they spend most of their time discussing what courses to require, although the lasting impact of college will
almost certainly depend much more on how the courses are taught.

In his final chapter, Bok describes the changes that faculties and academic leaders can make to help students
accomplish more. Without ignoring the contributions that America's colleges have made, Bok delivers a
powerful critique--one that educators will ignore at their peril.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Devore:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Our Underachieving Colleges: A Candid Look at How Much
Students Learn and Why They Should Be Learning More. You can choose the best book if you want reading
a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book Our Underachieving Colleges: A Candid
Look at How Much Students Learn and Why They Should Be Learning More. You can add know-how and
of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

James Harris:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading
a e-book. The book Our Underachieving Colleges: A Candid Look at How Much Students Learn and Why
They Should Be Learning More it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book
you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The
price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Edgar Villanueva:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer might be Our Underachieving Colleges: A Candid Look at How Much Students
Learn and Why They Should Be Learning More why because the amazing cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as
well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Neil Espinoza:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Our Underachieving Colleges: A Candid Look at
How Much Students Learn and Why They Should Be Learning More or maybe others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science



guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include
their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Our Underachieving
Colleges: A Candid Look at How Much Students Learn and Why They Should Be Learning More to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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