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At the center of In Dark Again in Wonder are readings of René Char (1907-88) and George Oppen (1908-
84). Both of these poets achieved recognition at ayoung age, Char among the French surrealists in the 1930s,
Oppen among the American objectivistsin the same decade. Both were independent individuals who, having
found their way to communities of inventive writers, stepped back and shaped their own idiosyncratic paths.
Both responded decisively to the social upheavals of the 1930s and ‘ 40s. Oppen committed himself to radical
politicsin the * 30s, adecision that, asit turned out, led to his not writing poetry for nearly twenty-five years.
Char fought in the Resistance in the '40s. Both, in their mature work, developed akind of poetry that is at
once alove poetry, a meditative poetry, and a poetry of encounter.

The concluding chapter of the book places the questions raised by Char’s and Oppen’swork in alarger
context, tracing the cultural history that shapes our modern experience of inhabiting a tension between an
historical and a metaphysical horizon of experience, or, asthis appearsin adifferent but related light, a
tension between a sociological and an existential understanding of our lives. Char and Oppen are both poets
concerned with the old philosophical questions that are still with us—the nature of spiritual freedom, the
gathering of the self in relation to death, the meditation on the whole, the turn to Nature as the open space of
the whole under the conditions of modernity, the clarification of the ground of vision in eros and love, and
the search for the good life—while at the same time they fully engage the social predicaments and promises
of their world.

"A brilliant, philosophical, and aesthetic approach to twentieth-century poetry that casts important light on
the great poetic works of René Char and George Oppen. Revealing the ongoing role of wonder in the post-
Romantic tradition, it points to two remarkabl e poets whose work embodies imagination in the knowledge of
inevitable loss, renewal in the awareness of despair. Thisis abook worth reading for itsinsight into two
poets and the larger literary and philosophical currentsin which they lived and worked." —SandralL.
Bermann, Princeton Univer sity

"Thisisabrilliant, erudite, beautifully written, and compelling book, one that makes an important
contribution to our understanding not only of the two poets on whom it focuses but of the period they inhabit
and that we, as their inheritors, continue to inhabit. Robert Baker wears his considerable learning lightly, but
he has deep knowledge both of the history of European and American poetry and of the history of
philosophy. He has thought deeply and passionately about poetry, philosophy, history, and the ways in which
they intertwine." —Henry Weinfield, University of Notre Dame

"Robert Baker has written a fine and unusual book: a study of two remarkable poets, one French and the
other American, and a concluding reflection of considerable literary and intellectual reach on the gap
between history and metaphysicsin which both poets found themselves and in which we still subsist. Bake'rs
style is synthetic, magisterial, drawing on a capacious knowledge of literature and the history of ideas."
—Kevin Hart, University of Virginia
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From reader reviews:
Karen Plum:

This book untitled In Dark Again in Wonder: The Poetry of Rene Char and George Oppen to be one of
several booksthat best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit
upon it. Y ou will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So thereis no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Tyler Smith:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled In Dark Again in Wonder: The Poetry of Rene Char and George Oppen your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get previousto. The In Dark Again in Wonder: The Poetry of Rene Char
and George Oppen giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let usteach you the relaxing pattern hereis your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Richard Dean:

Reading a book being new life stylein this year; every people lovesto read a book. When you read a book
you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself ook for afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and a'so soon. The In
Dark Again in Wonder: The Poetry of Rene Char and George Oppen will give you anew experiencein
reading through a book.

Pamela Bost:

Y ou can get thisIn Dark Again in Wonder: The Poetry of Rene Char and George Oppen by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.



Download and Read Online In Dark Again in Wonder: The Poetry
of Rene Char and George Oppen Robert Baker #0JM CW5STHS8K



Read In Dark Again in Wonder: The Poetry of Rene Char and
George Oppen by Robert Baker for online ebook

In Dark Again in Wonder: The Poetry of Rene Char and George Oppen by Robert Baker Free PDF
dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books
online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF
best books to read, top books to read In Dark Again in Wonder: The Poetry of Rene Char and George Oppen
by Robert Baker books to read online.

OnlineIn Dark Again in Wonder: The Poetry of Rene Char and Geor ge Oppen by
Robert Baker ebook PDF download

In Dark Again in Wonder: The Poetry of Rene Char and Geor ge Oppen by Robert Baker Doc
In Dark Again in Wonder: The Poetry of Rene Char and George Oppen by Robert Baker M obipocket

In Dark Again in Wonder: The Poetry of Rene Char and George Oppen by Robert Baker EPub



