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Twice since the Norman Conquest has the little country of England been the center of an empire: once when
Henry II of England was at the same time master of half France; and now again when the Union Jack or the
red ensign flies over cities and continents of which Henry Plantagenet never dreamed. Yet to use the same
word to describe both of these empires seems unfortunate. Indeed, the use of the word “empire” is
questionable in either case,  –  only to be sanctioned because we seem to have no other word that will quite
answer the purpose. For “empire” is a Roman word. Its use seems to imply in some way absolute power,  – 
the centralization which was so fundamentally characteristic of Rome. Yet the feudal empire of Henry II, so
far from being centralized, was a mere bundle of separate lordships, thrown together by the accidents of
conquest, marriage, and divorce. It was dashed to pieces in the reign of John, built again by Edward III, torn
apart once more in the latter years of the fourteenth century, put together in a structure of surpassing glory by
Henry V, and finally destroyed in the reign of his son. Through it all, for these three hundred years,
England’s own well-being and growth were something entirely apart from her connection with these other
possessions of her king; the bond that united them had no root in national life. And if there is more organic
unity in the British Empire of to-day,  –  if there is in it, indeed, a very powerful and living organic unity,  – 
yet there is as little centralization as there was in the days of Henry II. So if we use the word “empire,” as we
must, let us at least remember that the old significance of the Roman word imperium has largely departed…
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From reader reviews:

William Threatt:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Reading a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this History of the
British Empire book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Jonathan McLean:

The event that you get from History of the British Empire may be the more deep you searching the
information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is
hard to comprehend but History of the British Empire giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of
this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It
is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We propose you for having this specific History of the British Empire instantly.

Keri Yokum:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the
top record in your reading list is History of the British Empire. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve
you can get many advantages.

Joseph Lee:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types of books
that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually History of the British Empire.
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