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Good city building is not created by complex statistics, functional problem solving, or any particular
decision-making process. Successful cities instead come from people advocating easily understood human
values and principles that take into account the sensory, tactile, and sustainable qualities of environment and
design in relation to what is the best of human endeavor.
—From the introduction to City Building

Cities are often viewed as the least-healthy environments for humans because they are centers of pollution,
overcrowdedness, and waste. But the opposite can be true. A well-planned city can be a model of sustainable
living. Good city building counters the sprawl of suburbia with concentrated land use, replaces globalized
design with regionally appropriate building types, and allows for livable, desirable neighborhoods. John
Lund Kriken and Philip Enquist, both longtime partners in the preeminent and award-winning planning firm
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill(SOM) have collaborated with writer Richard Rapaport to create City Building.

This proactive, green-focused, user-friendly guide to city building is organized into three parts: Part one
examines the past and defines the current practice of city building, addressing its shortcomings and
proposing a comprehensive framework for rethinking the approach to cities in the future. Part two translates
this framework into nine best-practice principles that are common to successful, livable, urban environments:
sustainability, accessibility, diversity, open space, compatibility, incentives, adaptability, density, and
identity. These principles are illustrated in a global portfolio of city building projects, designed by SOM, that
show how best practices have been applied successfully. Part three makes the case that, far from being the
problem, cities, properly organized, can be a mechanism for sensible, sustainable uses of increasingly scarce
resources. The book concludes with a call for a national planning process and a comprehensive framework
for settlement.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Bottoms:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific City Building: Nine Planning
Principles for the 21st Century book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Robert Landers:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject City
Building: Nine Planning Principles for the 21st Century suitable to you? Often the book was written by
renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled City Building: Nine Planning Principles for the 21st
Centuryis the one of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the
core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see
the represented of the world in this particular book.

Dawn Spigner:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be City Building: Nine Planning Principles for the 21st Century
why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Graham Ayala:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
With the book City Building: Nine Planning Principles for the 21st Century we can take more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book City
Building: Nine Planning Principles for the 21st Century. You can more attractive than now.
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