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Excavations at Cerro Palenque, a hilltop site in the Ulua Valley of northwest Honduras, revolutionized
scholars’ ideas about the Terminal Classic period (roughly ad 850–1050) of Maya history and about the way
in which cultures of the southeast Maya periphery related to the Lowland Maya. In this pathfinding study,
Rosemary Joyce combines archaeological data gleaned from site research in 1980–1983 with anthropological
theory about the evolution of social power to reconstruct something of the culture and lifeways of the
prehispanic inhabitants of Cerro Palenque.

Joyce organizes her study in a novel way. Rather than presenting each category of excavated material
(ceramics, lithics, etc.) in a separate chapter, she integrates this data in discussions of what people did and
where they did it, resulting in a reconstruction of social activity more than in a description of material
culture.

Joyce’s findings indicate that the precolumbian elites of the Ulua Valley had very strong and diversified
contacts with Lowland Maya culture, primarily through the Bay of Honduras, with far less contact with
Copán in the Highlands. The elites used their contacts with these distant, powerful cultures to reinforce their
difference from the people they ruled and the legitimacy of their privileged status. Indeed, their dependence
on foreign contacts ultimately led to their downfall when their foreign partners reorganized their economic
and social order during the Terminal Classic period.

Although archaeological research in the region has been undertaken since the 1890s, Cerro Palenque is the
first full-length study of an Ulua Valley site ever published. Joyce’s pioneering approach—archaeological
ethnography—will be of interest to scholars dealing with any prehistoric people whose material remains
provide the only clues to their culture.
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From reader reviews:

Leta Welter:

The knowledge that you get from Cerro Palenque: Power and Identity on the Maya Periphery is the more
deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Cerro Palenque: Power and Identity on the Maya
Periphery giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can
be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having
this Cerro Palenque: Power and Identity on the Maya Periphery instantly.

Rosa Johnson:

This Cerro Palenque: Power and Identity on the Maya Periphery are usually reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Cerro Palenque: Power and Identity on the
Maya Periphery can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this Cerro Palenque: Power and Identity on the Maya Periphery giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Ruby Chartrand:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Cerro Palenque: Power and Identity on the Maya Periphery provide you with a new experience
in reading through a book.

Wendell Radford:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This e-book Cerro Palenque: Power and Identity on the Maya Periphery was filled in
relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that



you just wanted.
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