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Participatory democracy innovations aimed at bringing citizens back into local governance processes are
now at the core of the international democratic development agenda. Municipalities around the world have
adopted local participatory mechanisms of various types in the last two decades, including participatory
budgeting, the flagship Brazilian program, and participatory planning, as it is the case in several Mexican
municipalities. Yet, institutionalized participatory mechanisms have had mixed results in practice at the
municipal level. So why and how does success vary? This book sets out to answer that question.

Defining democratic success as a transformation of state-society relationships, the author goes beyond the
clientelism/democracy dichotomy and reveals that four types of state-society relationships can be observed in
practice: clientelism, disempowering co-option, fragmented inclusion, and democratic cooperation.

Using this typology, and drawing on the comparative case study of four cities in Mexico and Brazil, the book
demonstrates that the level of democratic success is best explained by an approach that accounts for
institutional design, structural conditions of mobilization, and the configurations, strategies, behaviors, and
perceptions of both state and societal actors.

Thus, institutional change alone does not guarantee democratic success: the way these institutional changes
are enacted by both political and social actors is even more important as it conditions the potential for an
autonomous civil society to emerge and actively engage with the local state in the social construction of an
inclusive citizenship.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Patterson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled The
Politics of Local Participatory Democracy in Latin America: Institutions, Actors, and Interactions? Maybe it
is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Elton Williams:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Politics of Local Participatory Democracy in Latin America:
Institutions, Actors, and Interactions book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will
find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of The Politics of Local Participatory Democracy in Latin
America: Institutions, Actors, and Interactions content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do
you nevertheless thinking The Politics of Local Participatory Democracy in Latin America: Institutions,
Actors, and Interactions is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Robert Russell:

Often the book The Politics of Local Participatory Democracy in Latin America: Institutions, Actors, and
Interactions has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
profit. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write
this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Anthony Lainez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Politics of Local Participatory
Democracy in Latin America: Institutions, Actors, and Interactions reserve written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger
then you still question The Politics of Local Participatory Democracy in Latin America: Institutions, Actors,
and Interactions as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can
break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come
on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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