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Cedric Thorpe Davie is himself a noted composer, and musical forms are as familiar to him as armatures are
to the sculptor. As a result, he is able not only to describe them clearly, but also to evaluate their qualities
and to point out their truly characteristic fundamentals. It is his discussions of such core questions as: What
is the true basis of sonata form? And What are the qualities of a successful form that make for convincing
music? that cause his book to be the unusually interesting and lively study that it is.
The text defines and describes the forms commonly used by Western composers in the period between 1550
and 1900. These are the binary and ternary forms, including the de capo aria, minuet-and-trio, and rondo; the
sonata form; the forms in the concerto; variation forms — including ground bass, passacaglia, and chaconne;
and the contrapuntal forms, notably the fugue and canon. Each form is illustrated with a detailed analysis of
a specific piece or movement, usually from the work of Bach, Haydn, Mozart, or Beethoven, but often from
Purcell, Brahms, Dvorak, or other composers. The student is also referred to a list of compositions in the
same form for further study.
Experienced musicians, both professional and amateur, and students will find the author's thoughtful, well-
written discussions of the controversial aspects of formal analysis extremely perceptive and stimulating.
Beginning music lovers, even those with little or no training in music, will come away from a thorough
reading of the book with a good knowledge of each important musical form, and with a greatly increased
insight into the way music is organized.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Hunter:

The book Musical Structure and Design (Dover Books on Music) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like
a book Musical Structure and Design (Dover Books on Music)? A few of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Musical Structure and Design (Dover Books on Music) has simple shape however
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and
read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Sharon Doyle:

The particular book Musical Structure and Design (Dover Books on Music) will bring that you the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Musical Structure and Design (Dover Books
on Music) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you
can more easily to read the book.

Carrie Francis:

Often the book Musical Structure and Design (Dover Books on Music) has a lot info on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Robert Barker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these
claims Musical Structure and Design (Dover Books on Music).
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