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Ethnic conflict has been the driving force of wars all over the world, yet it remains an enigma. What is it
about ethnicity that breaks countries apart and drives people to acts of savage violence against their lifelong
neighbors? Stuart Kaufman rejects the notion of permanent "ancient hatreds" as the answer. Dissatisfied as
well with a purely rationalist explanation, he finds the roots of ethnic violence in myths and symbols, the
stories ethnic groups tell about who they are.

Ethnic wars, Kaufman argues, result from the politics of these myths and symbols—appeals to flags and
faded glories that aim to stir emotions rather than to address interests. Popular hostility based on these myths
impels groups to follow extremist leaders invoking such emotion-laden ethnic symbols. If ethnic domination
becomes their goal, ethnic war is the likely result. Kaufman examines contemporary ethnic wars in the
Caucasus and southeastern Europe.

Drawing on information from a variety of sources, including visits to the regions and dozens of personal
interviews, he demonstrates that diplomacy and economic incentives are not enough to prevent or end ethnic
wars. The key to real conflict resolution is peacebuilding—the often-overlooked effort by nongovernmental
organizations to change hostile attitudes at both the elite and the grassroots levels.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Maestas:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Modern Hatreds: The Symbolic Politics of Ethnic War
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) as the daily resource information.

Virginia Hause:

Often the book Modern Hatreds: The Symbolic Politics of Ethnic War (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs)
has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Wayne Kong:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is definitely Modern Hatreds: The Symbolic Politics of Ethnic War (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs).

Jerry Ingle:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Modern Hatreds: The
Symbolic Politics of Ethnic War (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) which is getting the e-book version. So
, try out this book? Let's notice.
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