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This book traces the development of a Left feminist consciousness as women became more actively involved
in the American Left during and immediately following World War II. McDonald argues that women writers
on the Left drew on the rhetoric of antifascism to critique the cultural and ideological aspects of women's
oppression. In Left journals during World War II, women writers outlined the dangers of fascist control for
women and argued that the fight against fascism must also be about ending women's oppression. After
World War II, women writers continued to use this antifascist framework to call attention to the ways in
which the emerging domestic ideology in the United States bore a frightening resemblance to the fascist
repression of women in Nazi Germany.

This critique of American domestic ideology emphasized the ways in which black and working-class women
were particularly affected and extended to an examination of women's roles in personal and romantic
relationships. Underlying this critique was the belief that representations of women in American culture were
part of the problem. To counter these dominant cultural images, women writers on the Left depicted female
activists in contemporary antifascist and anticolonial struggles or turned to the past, for historical role models
in the labor, abolitionist, and antisuffrage movements. This depiction of women as models of agency and
liberation challenged some of the conventions about femininity in the postwar era.

The book provides a historical overview of women writers who anticipated issues about women's oppression
and the intersections of gender, race, and class that would become central tenants of feminist literary
criticism and black feminist criticism in the 1970s and 1980s. It closely considers works by writers both
well-known and obscure, including Lorraine Hansberry, Alice Childress, Martha Dodd, Sanora Babb, and
Beth McHenry.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Hayes:

This Feminism, the Left, and Postwar Literary Culture book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Feminism, the Left, and Postwar Literary Culture without we know
teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Feminism, the
Left, and Postwar Literary Culture can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Feminism, the Left, and
Postwar Literary Culture having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Doris Griffin:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Feminism, the Left, and Postwar
Literary Culture book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Raymond Smith:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Feminism,
the Left, and Postwar Literary Culture, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book.
Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Deanna Thompson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-
book that need more time to be study. Feminism, the Left, and Postwar Literary Culture can be your answer
since it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.
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