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Russia is famous for its vodka, and its culture of extreme intoxication. But just as vodka is central to the lives
of many Russians, it is also central to understanding Russian history and politics.

In Vodka Politics, Mark Lawrence Schrad argues that debilitating societal alcoholism is not hard-wired into
Russians' genetic code, but rather their autocratic political system, which has long wielded vodka as a tool of
statecraft. Through a series of historical investigations stretching from Ivan the Terrible through Vladimir
Putin, Vodka Politics presents the secret history of the Russian state itself-a history that is drenched in liquor.
Scrutinizing (rather than dismissing) the role of alcohol in Russian politics yields a more nuanced
understanding of Russian history itself: from palace intrigues under the tsars to the drunken antics of Soviet
and post-Soviet leadership, vodka is there in abundance.

Beyond vivid anecdotes, Schrad scours original documents and archival evidence to answer provocative
historical questions. How have Russia's rulers used alcohol to solidify their autocratic rule? What role did
alcohol play in tsarist coups? Was Nicholas II's ill-fated prohibition a catalyst for the Bolshevik Revolution?
Could the Soviet Union have become a world power without liquor? How did vodka politics contribute to the
collapse of both communism and public health in the 1990s? How can the Kremlin overcome vodka's
hurdles to produce greater social well-being, prosperity, and democracy into the future?

Viewing Russian history through the bottom of the vodka bottle helps us to understand why the "liquor
question" remains important to Russian high politics even today-almost a century after the issue had been put
to bed in most every other modern state. Indeed, recognizing and confronting vodka's devastating political
legacies may be the greatest political challenge for this generation of Russia's leadership, as well as the next.
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From reader reviews:

Calvin Fischer:

The knowledge that you get from Vodka Politics: Alcohol, Autocracy, and the Secret History of the Russian
State is the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Vodka Politics:
Alcohol, Autocracy, and the Secret History of the Russian State giving you joy feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having that Vodka Politics: Alcohol, Autocracy, and the Secret
History of the Russian State instantly.

Jackie Caldwell:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a reserve. The book Vodka Politics: Alcohol, Autocracy, and the Secret History of the
Russian State it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book possesses high quality.

Samuel Ware:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Vodka Politics: Alcohol,
Autocracy, and the Secret History of the Russian State that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Vodka Politics: Alcohol, Autocracy, and
the Secret History of the Russian State become your own personal starter.

Juanita Geil:

You can spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Vodka Politics: Alcohol, Autocracy, and the
Secret History of the Russian State is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the



e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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