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Although the origin of the term “greaser” is debated, its derogatory meaning never has been. From silent
movies like The Greaser’s Revenge (1914) and The Girl and the Greaser (1913) with villainous title
characters, to John Steinbeck's portrayals of Latinos as lazy, drunken, and shiftless in his 1935 novel Tortilla
Flat, to the image of violent, criminal, drug-using gang members of East LA, negative stereotypes of
Latinos/as have been plentiful in American popular culture far before Latinos/as became the most populous
minority group in the U.S.

In Greasers and Gringos, Steven W. Bender examines and surveys these stereotypes and their evolution,
paying close attention to the role of mass media in their perpetuation. Focusing on the intersection between
stereotypes and the law, Bender reveals how these negative images have contributed significantly to the
often unfair treatment of Latino/as under American law by the American legal system. He looks at the way
demeaning constructions of Latinos/as influence their legal treatment by police, prosecutors, juries, teachers,
voters, and vigilantes. He also shows how, by internalizing negative social images, Latinos/as and other
subordinated groups view themselves and each other as inferior.

Although fighting against cultural stereotypes can be a daunting task, Bender reminds us that, while hard to
break, they do not have to be permanent. Greasers and Gringos begins the charge of debunking existing
stereotypes and implores all Americans to re-imagine Latinos/as as legal and social equals.
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From reader reviews:

Clara Palmer:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Greasers and Gringos: Latinos, Law, and the American Imagination
(Critical America). Try to stumble through book Greasers and Gringos: Latinos, Law, and the American
Imagination (Critical America) as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly
feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Ronald Searle:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is Greasers and Gringos: Latinos, Law, and the American Imagination (Critical
America) this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book
suitable all of you.

Cora Conte:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Greasers and Gringos: Latinos,
Law, and the American Imagination (Critical America) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's see.

Scott Foust:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of book
Greasers and Gringos: Latinos, Law, and the American Imagination (Critical America). You can include
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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