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Desertion during the Civil War, originally published in 1928, remains the only book-length treatment of its
subject. Ella Lonn examines the causes and consequences of desertion from both the Northern and Southern
armies. Drawing on official war records, she notes that one in seven enlisted Union soldiers and one in nine
Confederate soldiers deserted.

Lonn discusses many reasons for desertion common to both armies, among them lack of such necessities as
food, clothing, and equipment; weariness and discouragement; non-commitment and resentment of coercion;
and worry about loved ones at home. Some Confederate deserters turned outlaw, joining ruffian bands in the
South. Peculiar to the North was the evil of bounty-jumping. Captured deserters generally were not shot or
hanged because manpower was so precious. Moving beyond means of dealing with absconders, Lonn
considers the effects of their action. Absenteeism from the ranks cost the North victories and prolonged the
war even as the South was increasingly hurt by defections. This book makes vivid a human phenomenon
produced by a tragic time.-Print ed.
“[The book is] better calculated to convey a sense of the sickening realities of the Civil War than many
volumes of military history.”—American Historical Review
“An excellent piece of historical research.”—Journal of Negro History
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From reader reviews:

Gertrude Barrett:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Desertion During The Civil War will make
you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of
you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Jeanne Crank:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Desertion During The Civil War, you
can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Donna Feuerstein:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, think
reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can have the
e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Desertion During The Civil War which is
finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

John Davis:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Desertion During The Civil War was bright colored
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Desertion During The Civil War has many
kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you
can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to
like reading this.
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