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A reissue in hardback of critic John Lahr's famous 1982 study of Noël Coward's plays

"Noël Coward," said Terence Rattigan, "is simply a phenomenon, and one that is unlikely to occur ever again
in theatre history." A phenomenon he certainly was, and it is part of John Lahr's purpose in this book to show
how that phenomenon called "Noël Coward" was largely Coward's own careful creation. Lahr's penetrating
critical study of Coward's drama investigates all the major and minor plays of "The Master". Private Lives,
Design for Living and Hay Fever make a fascinating group of "Comedies of Bad Manners". Blithe Spirit and
Relative Values raise the "Ghost in the Fun Machine". Lahr then goes on to explore the "politics of charm"
oozing through The Vortex, Easy Virtue and Present Laughter. In all Coward's plays Lahr uncovers a
coherent philosophy in which charm is both the subject of Coward's comedies and the trap which made his
very public life a perpetual performance.

"A smashing, thoughtful and very good guide to Coward's plays" (Sheridan Morley)
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From reader reviews:

Anne Stewart:

Here thing why this kind of Coward The Playwright (Biography and Autobiography) are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which
is the content is as tasty as food or not. Coward The Playwright (Biography and Autobiography) giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that
similar with Coward The Playwright (Biography and Autobiography). It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Coward The Playwright
(Biography and Autobiography) in e-book can be your choice.

Ida Hamilton:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Coward The Playwright
(Biography and Autobiography) book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Deanna Stewart:

Precisely why? Because this Coward The Playwright (Biography and Autobiography) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes
the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Kevin Diaz:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer may be Coward The Playwright (Biography and Autobiography) why because the
amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will
be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.
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