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“Inoki can use his bare fists. He can use karate. This is serious. There’s $10 million involved. I wouldn’t pull
a fraud on the public. This is real. There’s no plan. The blood. The holds. The pain. Everything is going to be
real. I’m not here in this time of my life to come out with some phony action. I want you to know this is
real."
—Muhammad Ali, June 14, 1976, The Tonight Show

On June 26, 1976, Muhammad Ali, possibly the most famous athlete in the world, flew to Japan to fight
Antonio Inoki, Japan’s iconic pro wrestling champion, for the so-called “martial arts championship of the
world.” Broadcast to an audience of 1.4 billion in 34 countries, the boxer versus grappler spectacle
foreshadowed, and in many ways, led to the rise of mixed martial arts as a major sport.

The contest was controversial, but the real action was behind the scenes, and various players in the
underbelly of organized wrestling and boxing jockeyed for position. Egos, competing interests, and a general
sense of apprehension over what would happen in the ring led to hodgepodge rules thrown together at the
last minute. Bizarre plans to “save” Ali if the fight got out of hand were also concocted. One
scheme—canceled at the last minute—involved having the boxer nicked with a razor blade if the fight got
out of hand, forcing the referee to stop the fight.

In Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports Entertainment,
author Josh Gross gets inside Ali’s head leading up to the match by resurrecting pre-fight interviews that
featured the boxer's famous pro wrestling-influenced trash talk he first encountered in Los Angeles in the
early 1960s. Gross also introduces us to Inoki, little known in the United States but hugely influential in
Japan. After the fight, Inoki became a household name throughout Asia, and his role in Japan’s popular Pride
Fighting Championships helped shape modern mixed martial arts.
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From reader reviews:

Pam Wright:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere?
It alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Ali vs.
Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports Entertainment which is
keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Jon Gomes:

This Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports
Entertainment is new way for you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having bit of digest in reading this Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and
Launched Sports Entertainment can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific
book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even
dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book
variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Patrick Pond:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed
Martial Arts and Launched Sports Entertainment can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating
this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Ali
vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports Entertainment.

Gladys Jackson:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has
reading's soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not
important, boring as well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very
important for you personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like.



Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That
Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports Entertainment can make you experience more interested to
read.
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