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At the heart of the Castilian plateau, far from the coastal towns and ports of Spain, sits the great city of
Madrid. Perched some 2,200 feet above the distant sea, it is at once the loftiest and also the most enigmatic
of Europe’s capitals: hard to decipher for the Spanish and for foreigners alike. _x000D_
Its intense character and the abrupt manner and hectic lifestyle of the Madrileños can make even other
Spaniards feel exhausted. Yet, Madrid has a rich historical and cultural life which attracts almost 8 million
visitors per year, drawn to its beautiful palaces and churches, the magnificent collections of the Prado and
everywhere the echoes of a faded empire. _x000D_
_x000D_
The grand entry of Fernando and Isabel to Madrid in the late-fifteenth century brought about the unification
of Spain. However it was not until 1561 that Madrid was declared the capital. During Spain’s golden age in
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, Madrid was a centre of commerce – the hub of a global empire
which stretched from the Andes to the Philippines – and of culture – the greatest Spanish writers and poets of
the Spanish Renaissance, including Cervantes, Lope de Vega, Calderón de la Barca and Francisco de
Quevedo, as well as the immortal Spanish painters Velázquez and Goya, all gained their fame working in
Madrid. In the nineteenth and twentieth centuries Spain struggled against dictatorial rulers – from Napoleon
to Franco – and witnessed a succession of wars and uprisings – from the Spanish War of Independence to the
Spanish Civil War. Yet the city ultimately emerged triumphant and in the twenty-first century stands as the
third-largest city in Europe._x000D_
_x000D_
Jules Stewart here provides an insider’s account of Madrid and unveils the history and culture of one of
Europe’s most fascinating, but least-understood cities._x000D_
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Stewart:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one along with
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Madrid: The History is kind of reserve which is giving
the reader unstable experience.

Earl Austin:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Madrid: The History as your daily
resource information.

Stanley Kamp:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Madrid: The History was filled regarding science. Spend your
extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book.
In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Carol Boissonneault:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book Madrid:
The History. You can include your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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