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When high school basketball player LeBron James was selected as the top pick in the National Basketball
Association draft of 2003, the hopes of a half-million high school basketball players soared. If LeBron could
go straight from high school to the NBA, why couldn't they? Such is the allure of basketball for so many
young African American men. Unfortunately, the reality is that their chances of ever playing basketball at
the professional, or even college, level are infinitesimal. In Living Through the Hoop, Reuben A. Buford
May tells the absorbing story of the hopes and struggles of one high school basketball team.

With a clear passion for the game, May grabs readers with both hands and pulls them onto the hardwood,
going under the hoop and inside the locker room. May spent seven seasons as an assistant coach of the
Northeast High School Knights in Northeast, Georgia. We meet players like Larique and Pooty Cat, hard-
working and energetic young men, willing to play and practice basketball seven days a week and banking on
the unlimited promise of the game. And we meet Coach Benson, their unorthodox, out-spoken, and fierce
leader, who regularly coached them to winning seasons, twice going to the state tournaments Elite Eight
championships.

Beyond the wins and losses, May provides a portrait of the players' hopes and aspirations, their home lives,
and the difficulties they face in living in a poor and urban area — namely, the temptations of drugs and
alcohol, violence in their communities, run-ins with the police, and unstable family lives. We learn what it
means to become a man when you live in places that define manhood by how tough you can be, how many
women you can have, and how much money you can hustle.

May shows the powerful role that the basketball team can play in keeping these kids straight, away from
street-life, focused on completing high school, and possibly even attending college. Their stories, and the
double-edged sword of hoop dreams, is at the heart of this compelling story about young African American
men's struggle to find their way in an often grim world.
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From reader reviews:

James Reveles:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed
Living Through the Hoop? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Doris Moreno:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This particular Living Through the Hoop can give you a lot of close
friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer
you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Living Through the Hoop.

Mildred Yen:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Living Through the Hoop was colorful and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Living Through the Hoop has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.

Belinda Fergerson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that filled update of news.
Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just trying to find the Living Through the Hoop when you desired it?
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