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Since 1979 Southern Baptists have been noisily struggling to agree on symbols, beliefs, and practices as they
attempt to make sense of their changing social world. Nancy Ammerman has carefully documented their
struggle. She tells the story of the Baptist reversal from a moderate to a fundamentalist outlook and
speculates on the future of the denomination.

Ammerman places change among the Southern Baptists in the context of the cultural and economic changes
that have transformed the South from its rural past into an urbanizing, culturally diverse region. Not only did
the South change; Southern Baptists did as well. Reflecting this diversity, the Southern Baptist bureaucracy
was relatively progressive. During the 1960s and 1970s, moderate sentiments prevailed, while
fundamentalists remained on the margins. These two were, however, becoming increasingly divergent in
what they considered important about being a Baptist, in their views about the Bible, in their attitudes on the
origination of women, on Christian morals, and on national politics.

Late in the 1970s, a fundamentalist coalition emerged, followed by unsuccessful efforts by moderates to
oppose it. The battles escalated until 1985, when 45,000 Baptists gathered in Dallas to decide between
contending presidential candidates. That dramatic event illustrated the extent to which organized political
resources were determining the course of the conflict. Ammerman studies these strategies and resources as
well.

Examining how this tension affected Baptists, Ammerman begins with case studies of the change it is
producing in Baptist agencies. But she also brings us back to the local churches and individual believers who
are renegotiating their relationships within their denomination. She asks whether the denomination’s polity
can accommodate an increasingly diverse group of Baptists, of whether the only way dissidents can have a
voice is through schism.
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From reader reviews:

Tyrell Gutierrez:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Baptist Battles: Social Change and Religious Conflict in the
Southern Baptist Convention. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important a book Baptist Battles: Social Change and Religious Conflict in the Southern
Baptist Convention. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could
open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored
to go to the library. Let's learn.

Rodney Sierra:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially
book entitled Baptist Battles: Social Change and Religious Conflict in the Southern Baptist Convention your
brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but
surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one
web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The Baptist Battles: Social Change
and Religious Conflict in the Southern Baptist Convention giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Bradley Bishop:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Baptist Battles: Social Change and
Religious Conflict in the Southern Baptist Convention can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book
you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Jesus Allgood:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Baptist Battles: Social Change and Religious Conflict in the Southern Baptist Convention
when you needed it?
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