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British novelist, short story writer, and poet of the naturalist movement. He captured the epoch just before
the railways and the industrial revolution changed the English countryside. Hisworks are pessimistic and
bitterly ironic, and hiswriting is rough but capable of immense power.

Hisfirst novel, The Poor Man and the Lady, finished by 1867, failed to find a publisher and Hardy destroyed
the manuscript. Only parts of the novel remain. He was encouraged to try again by his mentor and friend,
Victorian poet and novelist George Meredith. Desperate Remedies [1871] and Under the Greenwood Tree
[1872] were published anonymously. In 1873 A Pair of Blue Eyes, a story drawing on Hardy's courtship of
hisfirst wife, was published under his own name.

In Far from the Madding Crowd [1874], his next (and first important) novel, Hardy introduced Wessex, the
"partly-rea, partly-dream” county named after the Anglo-Saxon kingdom that existed in the area. The
landscape was modelled on the real counties of Berkshire, Devon, Dorset, Hampshire, Somerset and
Wiltshire, with fictional places based on real locations.

Over the next twenty-five years Hardy produced ten more novels.

The Hardys moved from London to Y eovil and then to Sturminster Newton, where he wrote The Return of
the Native [1878]. In 1885, they moved for alast time, to Max Gate, a house outside Dorchester designed by
Hardy and built by his brother. There he wrote The Mayor of Casterbridge [1886], The Woodlanders [1887],
and Tess of the d'Urbervilles [1891], the latter which attracted criticism for its sympathetic portrayal of a
"fallen woman" and was initially refused publication. Jude the Obscure, published in 1895, was met with
even stronger negative outcries by the Victorian public for its frank treatment of sex.

Despite this criticism, Hardy had become a celebrity in English literature by the 1900s, with severa
blockbuster novels under his belt, yet he was disgusted with the public reception of two of his greatest
works. He gave up writing novels altogether.
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From reader reviews:
Kenneth Roberts:

The book A Group of Noble Dames can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why must we |leave the great thing like abook A Group of Noble Dames? Severa of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you are able to share al of these. Book A Group of Noble Dames has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by open and read areserve.
So it isvery wonderful.

Michelle Chase:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take A Group of Noble Dames as the daily resource
information.

Anne Bonk:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know everything
we want. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. Thisreserve A Group of Noble Dames was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to
add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a
new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read areserve. In the
modern eralike at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Dana Vinson:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book A Group of Noble Dames was vibrant and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book A Group of Noble Dames has many kinds or genre. Start from kids
until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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