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A survey of Western esoteric currents since late antiquity, with an emphasis on the last six centuries.

Widely received in France, this brief, comprehensive introduction to Western esotericism by the founder of
the field is at last available in English. A historical and pedagogical guide, the book is written primarily for
students and novices. In clear, precise language, author Antoine Faivre provides an overview of Western
esoteric currents since late antiquity. The bulk of the book is laid out chronologically, from ancient and
medieval sources (Alexandrian hermetism, gnosticism, neoplatonism), through the Renaissance up to the
present time. Its coverage includes spiritual alchemy, Jewish and Christian Kabbalah, Christian theosophy,
Rosicrucianism, Illuminism, ‘mystical’ Free-Masonry, the Occultist current, Theosophical and
Anthroposophical Societies, the Traditionalist School, and ‘esotericism’ in contemporary initiatic societies
and in New Religious Movements. Faivre explores how these currents are connected, and refers to where
they appear in art and literature. The book concludes with an annotated bibliography, which makes it an
essential resource for beginners and scholars alike.

Antoine Faivre is Professor Emeritus at the École Pratique des Hautes Études (Religious Studies), Sorbonne.
He has published extensively, including Access to Western Esotericism and The Golden Fleece and
Alchemy, both also published by SUNY Press.

Christine Rhone has translated numerous books, including Faivre’s Theosophy, Imagination, Tradition:
Studies in Western Esotericism, also published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Fernandez:

With other case, little persons like to read book Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in
Western Esoteric Traditions). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important a new book Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in Western
Esoteric Traditions). You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use
it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Milton Jones:

Often the book Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in Western Esoteric Traditions) will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Western
Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in Western Esoteric Traditions) is much recommended to you
to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Joyce Cannon:

The publication with title Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in Western Esoteric
Traditions) posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book.
This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of
the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will
bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read it anywhere you want.

Allen Barnett:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Western Esotericism: A Concise History
(SUNY series in Western Esoteric Traditions), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right,
you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What?
Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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