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Can Russia ever become a normal, free-market, democratic society? Why have so many reforms failed since
the Soviet Union's collapse? In this highly-original work, Fiona Hill and Clifford Gaddy argue that Russia's
geography, history, and monumental mistakes perpetrated by Soviet planners have locked it into a dead-end
path to economic ruin. Shattering a number of myths that have long persisted in the West and in Russia, The
Siberian Curse explains why Russia's greatest assets––its gigantic size and Siberia's natural resources––are
now the source of one its greatest weaknesses. For seventy years, driven by ideological zeal and the
imperative to colonize and industrialize its vast frontiers, communist planners forced people to live in
Siberia. They did this in true totalitarian fashion by using the GULAG prison system and slave labor to build
huge factories and million-person cities to support them. Today, tens of millions of people and thousands of
large-scale industrial enterprises languish in the cold and distant places communist planners put them––not
where market forces or free choice would have placed them. Russian leaders still believe that an
industrialized Siberia is the key to Russia's prosperity. As a result, the country is burdened by the ever-
increasing costs of subsidizing economic activity in some of the most forbidding places on the planet. Russia
pays a steep price for continuing this folly––it wastes the very resources it needs to recover from the ravages
of communism. Hill and Gaddy contend that Russia's future prosperity requires that it finally throw off the
shackles of its Soviet past, by shrinking Siberia's cities. Only by facilitating the relocation of population to
western Russia, closer to Europe and its markets, can Russia achieve sustainable economic growth.
Unfortunately for Russia, there is no historical precedent for shrinking cities on the scale that will be
required. Downsizing Siberia will be a costly and wrenching process. But there is no alternative. Russia
cannot afford to keep the cities communist planners left for it out in the cold.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Manzo:

The knowledge that you get from The Siberian Curse: How Communist Planners Left Russia Out in the Cold
will be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Siberian Curse: How Communist
Planners Left Russia Out in the Cold giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
The Siberian Curse: How Communist Planners Left Russia Out in the Cold instantly.

Jill Goulet:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
your account is The Siberian Curse: How Communist Planners Left Russia Out in the Cold this reserve
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of
you.

Angel Martinez:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Siberian Curse: How Communist Planners Left
Russia Out in the Cold was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Siberian
Curse: How Communist Planners Left Russia Out in the Cold has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try
to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.

Pedro Lewis:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
internal or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word



says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Siberian Curse: How Communist Planners Left Russia
Out in the Cold can make you experience more interested to read.
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