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For most Norwegians in the nineteenth century, America was a remote and exotic place until the first
immigrants began to write home. Thelir |etters were among the most valuable, accessible, and reliable
sources of information about the new world and the journey to it. For many immigrants, writing letters home
was their most cherished opportunity to communicate their thoughts and feelings in their native language.

Through vivid translations of |etters written to family and friends between 1870 and 1945, In Their Own
Words traces the stories of nine Norwegian immigrants: farmer, fisherman, gold miner, politician, unmarried
mother, housewife, businessman, railroad worker, contractor. Their common bond was the experience of
immigration and acculturation, but their individual experiences were manifested in awide variety of forms.

Solveig Zempel has thoughtfully selected and translated lettersrich in personal description and observation
to present each writer’s subjective view of historical events. Often focusing on the minutiae of daily life and
the feelings of the individual immigrant, the |etters form a complex, intimate, and colorful mosaic of the
immigrant world.

Solveig Zempel is chair of the Norwegian Department at St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota.
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From reader reviews:
Kevin Gans:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erathat is certainly aways change and move forward.
Some of you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This In Their Own Words:
L etters from Norwegian Immigrants is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Stephen Louis:

Reading a book for being new life stylein this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of

book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,

but if you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The In
Their Own Words: Letters from Norwegian Immigrants will give you new experience in looking at a book.

LuisVargas:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. Thiskind of In Their Own Words: Letters from
Norwegian Immigrants can give you alot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you
have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have In Their
Own Words: Letters from Norwegian Immigrants.

Kathleen Owen:

Y ou can find this In Their Own Words: Letters from Norwegian Immigrants by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy
this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let'stry to
choose suitable ways for you.
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