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History was written nearly thirty years after Elsa Morante and Alberto Moravia spent a year in hiding among
remote farming villages in the mountains south of Rome. There she witnessed the full impact of the war and
first formed the ambition to write an account of what history - the great political events driven by men of
power, wealth, and ambition - does when it reaches the realm of ordinary people struggling for life and
bread.

The central character in this powerful and unforgiving novel is Ida Mancuso, a schoolteacher whose husband
has died and whose feckless teenage son treats the war as his playground. A German soldier on his way to
North Africa rapes her, falls in love with her, and leaves her pregnant with a boy whose survival becomes
Ida's passion.

Around these two other characters come and go, each caught up by the war which is like a river in flood. We
catch glimpses of bombing raids, street crimes, a cattle car from which human cries emerge, an Italian
soldier succumbing to frostbite on the Russian front, the dumb endurance of peasants who have lived their
whole lives with nothing and now must get by with less than nothing.
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From reader reviews:

Corinna Edwards:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping History: A Novel that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of
you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you may pick History: A Novel become your own personal starter.

Nicholas Tapia:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer is usually History: A Novel why because the excellent cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Tony Sanford:

This History: A Novel is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information given it
relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having little digest in reading this History: A Novel can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't
miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Jimmy Miller:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and History: A Novel or others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to put their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes History: A Novel to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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