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To many teachers who began their careers with basal readers, the schwa sound was part of what led them to
whole language in the first place. If they didn't even understand linguistic terminology themselves, how
could they be expected to teach it to kids? Y et many teachers still wonder about |etters and sounds and
phonics. What role does phonics play in learning to read? Does it still have a place in classrooms where
children are becoming literate through rich experiences with literature and writing? Why have the debates
about phonics continued and in some ways grown more heated?

In What's a Schwa Sound Anyway? Sandra Wilde answers these and many other questions related to phonics
and its relationship to learning to read and spell. She makes aforceful case that teachers who have aworking
knowledge about the English sound system are not only more powerful observers of students' reading and
invented spelling, but also more informed participants in the current debates about the role of phonicsin
learning to read.

Thefirst part of the book is alively exploration of the English sound system and its relation to written
language for both reading and spelling. This mini-coursein linguisticsis reader friendly and accessibleto
even the most linguistics-phobic classroom teacher. Of special interest to those who work with diverse
populations is a chapter-length discussion of language variation such as Black English and itsrolein learning
to read and spell.

The second part of the book helps readers apply their new knowledge about sounds, letters, and the
relationship between them to the classroom. Chapter 5, " Skills and the Big Phonics Debate," applies theory,
research, and common sense to debates about the role of phonicsin learning to read and spell. The next two
chapterstake aclose look at a number of writing samples and reading miscues, illuminating how a
knowledgeabl e teacher can appreciate "error" as areflection of children's devel oping understandings of
written language.

Sandra Wilde's work with invented spelling has helped us discover that the better we understand what
children are doing, the more responsive and creative we can be as teachers. What's a Schwa Sound Anyway?
continues this work by helping teachers deepen and extend their knowledge base about written language and
the way children perceive it, ways with the goal of helping children continue to grow and develop as
readers and writers.
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From reader reviews:
Bernard Martin:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is What's a Schwa Sound Anyway? A Holistic Guide to Phonetics, Phonics,
and Spelling this book consist alot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explainit is
easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. Thisiswhy this book
appropriate all of you.

Patsy Phan:

This What's a Schwa Sound Anyway? A Holistic Guide to Phonetics, Phonics, and Spelling is brand new
way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in
reading this What's a Schwa Sound Anyway? A Holistic Guide to Phonetics, Phonics, and Spelling can be
the light food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone.
These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in book form make them fedl drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer.
So you cannot find any in reading a publication especialy thisone. Y ou can find actually looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life aswell as
knowledge.

Steven Allen:

With this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust ssmple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. One of many books in the top
collection in your reading list is What's a Schwa Sound Anyway? A Holistic Guide to Phonetics, Phonics,
and Spelling. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Brooke Lambeth:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or
real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see



colorful images on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. Aswe
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this What's a Schwa Sound Anyway? A Holistic Guide to Phonetics, Phonics, and
Spelling can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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