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Charged with the mystery of childhood, with curiosity and daring, confusion and fear, the eleven interrelated
storiesin Useful Gifts explore what Ruthie knows. The youngest child of profoundly deaf parentsliving in
Manhattan in the 1940s and 1950s, Ruthie Zimmer speaks and signs. Interpreting for her parents, she triesto
make sense of worlds as close as her family's fourth-floor apartment, as expansive as her rooftop playground
and as diverse as the neighborhood below.

The ways of language, its ways, its habits, its humor—as well as the demons that rise within us when we fail
to communicate—form an undercurrent in many of Carole Glickfeld's stories. In "What My Mother Knows"
Hannah Zimmer gleans the neighborhood gossip from her apartment window, telling Ruthie in a gesture that
Mrs. Frangione is pregnant again, and announcing in clipped, terse signs that the O'Briens have divorced.
"Know drunk?...Unhappy, fight, wife, divorce." Thereis, in "My Father's Darling" the hoarse, choked
screaming of Albert Zimmer, "Honorfatherhonorfatherhonorfather" striking his daughter Melva has she sinks
to the floor muttering "Misermisermisermiser” in the distant, disembodied voice of a ventriloquist. And, in
"Talking Mama-Losh'n" there is Sidney, Ruthie's older brother, "getting down to business,”" sprinkling his
speech with Yiddish, French and German—words that project a wisdom and cosmopolitanism he clearly
craves.

Three floors below the Zimmer apartment, Ruthie enters the altogether different realm of Dot, athrice-
married hatcheck girl, and her daughter and son, Glory and Roy Rogers. These are characters who, as their
names seem to promise, bring adventure and excitement—from acted-out fantasies of Hollywood to
gunfights amid the rooftop battlements of "Fort Arden,” from impulsive, stylish haircuts to Chinese food
with pork. And, across the stoop, Ruthie visits with the Opals family—Iris, Ivy, and lone—three daughters
whose endless lessons in charm, €l ocution and posture prime them for future "fame and glory."

In Useful Gifts, Carole Glickfeld creates, through the optimistic voice of ayoung girl, intimacy with the
complexity and heartbreak of aworld we hope she can survive. In the closing story of the collection, Ruth
Zimmer, twenty years older, retraces her neighborhood—not only to preserve her memories but to
understand, finally, their effect on her now, a grown woman living three thousand miles away.
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From reader reviews:
Johnny Powers:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students because they're still students or thisfor al peoplein the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
need do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Useful Gifts. All type of book can
you see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

William Hickman:

The experience that you get from Useful Giftsis a more deep you digging the information that hide inside
the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Useful Gifts giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of
way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this Useful Giftsinstantly.

Clarine Davidson:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. Y ou will
see that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to your
account is Useful Giftsthisreserve consist alot of the information from the condition of thisworld now.
This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage
of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Thisis
why this book suitable al of you.

Thomas Garr ett:

With this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do
isjust spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of many
books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Useful Gifts. This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this guide
you can get many advantages.



Download and Read Online Useful GiftsCaroleL. Glickfeld
#OTUYN21DSLA



Read Useful Giftsby Carole L. Glickfeld for online ebook

Useful Giftsby Carole L. Glickfeld Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read,
cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read
online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Useful Gifts by Carole
L. Glickfeld booksto read online.

Online Useful Giftsby Carole L. Glickfeld ebook PDF download

Useful Giftsby Carole L. Glickfeld Doc
Useful Giftsby CaroleL. Glickfeld Mobipocket

Useful Giftsby CarolelL. Glickfeld EPub



