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This is the first exhaustive study of the Urim and Thummim since 1824, and in this book Van Dam sets out
to rectify that lack of attention. He investigates all of the biblical data concerning this enigmatic oracular
means of high-priestly revelation and its connection, in the historical books of the Old Testament, with the
common phrase "to enquire of Yahweh/God."

After surveying the history of interpretation and the treatment of the terms in the various versions and
translations, Van Dam examines the implications of similar oracular devices and priestly dress within the
larger cultural context of the ancient Near East. He places the Urim and Thummim within the context of
divine revelation and human inquiry and the corollary probibition of divination in ancient Israel. He
concludes that the breastpiece functioned as a pouch to hold the Urim and Thummim, which therefore clearly
were tangible objects. Van Dam traces the use of this oracular instrument through the early monarchy under
David—from the time of Joshua through the early monarchy under David—and its apparent disappearance
by the time of the "classical" prophets, where a shift to primarily verbal oracles occurs.

Concurrent with his study of the history of the oracle, Van Dam interacts with current discussion on the
nature and process of God's revelation to humankind.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Penrose:

This The Urim and Thummim: A Means of Revelation in Ancient Israel are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Urim and Thummim: A Means of
Revelation in Ancient Israel can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Urim and Thummim: A Means of
Revelation in Ancient Israel forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Connie Cornish:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The Urim and
Thummim: A Means of Revelation in Ancient Israel suitable to you? The actual book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The book untitled The Urim and Thummim: A Means of Revelation in Ancient
Israelis the main one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people
in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The
author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this
publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this book.

Carolyn Fletcher:

This The Urim and Thummim: A Means of Revelation in Ancient Israel is completely new way for you who
has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Urim and
Thummim: A Means of Revelation in Ancient Israel can be the light food for you because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book
style for your better life and knowledge.

William Hill:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The Urim and Thummim: A Means of Revelation
in Ancient Israel to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing



when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling
about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read
it. Beside that the guide The Urim and Thummim: A Means of Revelation in Ancient Israel can to be your
new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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