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Named one of the notable nonfiction books of 2015 by The Washington Post

A bracingly honest exploration of why there are still so few women in the hard sciences, mathematics,
engineering, and computer science
 
In 2005, when Lawrence Summers, then president of Harvard, asked why so few women, even today,
achieve tenured positions in the hard sciences, Eileen Pollack set out to find the answer. A successful fiction
writer, Pollack had grown up in the 1960s and ’70s dreaming of a career as a theoretical astrophysicist.
Denied the chance to take advanced courses in science and math, she nonetheless made her way to Yale.
There, despite finding herself far behind the men in her classes, she went on to graduate summa cum laude,
with honors, as one of the university’s first two women to earn a bachelor of science degree in physics. And
yet, isolated, lacking in confidence, starved for encouragement, she abandoned her ambition to become a
physicist.

Years later, spurred by the suggestion that innate differences in scientific and mathematical aptitude might
account for the dearth of tenured female faculty at Summer’s institution, Pollack thought back on her own
experiences and wondered what, if anything, had changed in the intervening decades.

Based on six years interviewing her former teachers and classmates, as well as dozens of other women who
had dropped out before completing their degrees in science or found their careers less rewarding than they
had hoped, The Only Woman in the Room is a bracingly honest, no-holds-barred examination of the social,
interpersonal, and institutional barriers confronting women—and minorities—in the STEM fields. This
frankly personal and informed book reflects on women’s experiences in a way that simple data can’t,
documenting not only the more blatant bias of another era but all the subtle disincentives women in the
sciences still face.

The Only Woman in the Room shows us the struggles women in the sciences have been hesitant to admit, and
provides hope for changing attitudes and behaviors in ways that could bring far more women into fields in
which even today they remain seriously underrepresented.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Weatherby:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Only Woman in the Room: Why Science Is
Still a Boys' Club. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how
is important any book The Only Woman in the Room: Why Science Is Still a Boys' Club. You can add
information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Linda Matthews:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important usually. The book The Only Woman in the Room: Why Science Is Still a Boys'
Club had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide The Only Woman in the Room: Why Science Is Still a
Boys' Club is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored.
You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book The
Only Woman in the Room: Why Science Is Still a Boys' Club. You never sense lose out for everything when
you read some books.

Kelsey Jimenez:

The event that you get from The Only Woman in the Room: Why Science Is Still a Boys' Club could be the
more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Only Woman in the Room: Why Science Is Still a
Boys' Club giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can
be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this The Only
Woman in the Room: Why Science Is Still a Boys' Club instantly.

Scott Tucker:

This The Only Woman in the Room: Why Science Is Still a Boys' Club is completely new way for you who
has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into
it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Only
Woman in the Room: Why Science Is Still a Boys' Club can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that
is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form



make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-
book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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