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How the West's greatest spy in Asia tried to stop the new American way of war—and the steep price
he paid for failing

Jim Thompson landed in Thailand at the end of World War II, a former American society dilettante who
became an Asian legend as a spy and silk magnate with access to Thai worlds outsiders never saw. As the
Cold War reached Thailand, America had a choice: Should it, as Thompson believed, help other nations
build democracies from their traditional cultures or, as his ex-OSS friend Willis Bird argued, remake the
world through deception and self-serving alliances? In a story rich with insights and intrigue, this book
explores a key Cold War episode that is still playing out today.

Highlights a pivotal moment in Cold War history that set a course for American foreign policy that is still●

being followed today
Explores the dynamics that put Thailand at the center of the Cold War and the fighting in neighboring Laos●

that escalated from sideshow to the largest covert operation America had ever engaged in
Draws on personal recollections and includes atmospheric details that bring the people, events—and the●

Thailand of the time—to life
Written by a journalist with extensive experience in Asian affairs who has spent years investigating every●

aspect of this story, including Thompson's tragic disappearance
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Leiva:

The guide with title The Ideal Man: The Tragedy of Jim Thompson and the American Way of War has lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so
you can read the item anywhere you want.

Pablo Cowart:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is definitely The Ideal Man: The Tragedy of Jim Thompson and the American Way of War.

Debra Espiritu:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Ideal Man: The Tragedy of Jim
Thompson and the American Way of War which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
view.

Marcella Cook:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Ideal Man: The Tragedy of Jim Thompson
and the American Way of War can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one
book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The
Ideal Man: The Tragedy of Jim Thompson and the American Way of War.
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