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Focusing on the creation and misuse of government documents in Vietnam since the 1920s, The Government
of Mistrust reveals how profoundly the dynamics of bureaucracy have affected Vietnamese efforts to build a
socialist society. In examining the flurries of paperwork and directives that moved back and forth between
high- and low-level officials, Ken MacLean underscores a paradox: in trying to gather accurate information
about the realities of life in rural areas, and thus better govern from Hanoi, the Vietnamese central
government employed strategies that actually made the state increasingly illegible to itself.

            MacLean exposes a falsified world existing largely on paper. As high-level officials attempted to
execute centralized planning via decrees, procedures, questionnaires, and audits, low-level officials and
peasants used their own strategies to solve local problems. To obtain hoped-for aid from the central
government, locals overstated their needs and underreported the resources they actually possessed. Higher-
ups attempted to re-establish centralized control and legibility by creating yet more bureaucratic procedures.
Amidst the resulting mistrust and ambiguity, many low-level officials were able to engage in strategic action
and tactical maneuvering that have shaped socialism in Vietnam in surprising ways.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Richardson:

The book The Government of Mistrust: Illegibility and Bureaucratic Power in Socialist Vietnam (New
Perspectives in Se Asian Studies) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book The Government of Mistrust: Illegibility
and Bureaucratic Power in Socialist Vietnam (New Perspectives in Se Asian Studies) to become your habit,
you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a reserve The Government of Mistrust:
Illegibility and Bureaucratic Power in Socialist Vietnam (New Perspectives in Se Asian Studies). Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

Juan Elam:

Often the book The Government of Mistrust: Illegibility and Bureaucratic Power in Socialist Vietnam (New
Perspectives in Se Asian Studies) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot
of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write
this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Shannon Silva:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to
be go through. The Government of Mistrust: Illegibility and Bureaucratic Power in Socialist Vietnam (New
Perspectives in Se Asian Studies) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have
those short spare time problems.

Calvin Lee:

This The Government of Mistrust: Illegibility and Bureaucratic Power in Socialist Vietnam (New
Perspectives in Se Asian Studies) is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information mainly
because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Government of Mistrust: Illegibility and
Bureaucratic Power in Socialist Vietnam (New Perspectives in Se Asian Studies) can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think
that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading
a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss



this! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.
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