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Pen Portraits of Illustrious Castilians is the first English translation of Generacionesy Semblanzas, a
compilation of thirty-four biographical sketches of the most illustrious Castilians of the mid-fifteenth
century. These include three kings, a queen, and thirty nobles, prelates, and scholars who represented the
most prominent families of the day. Notably, thisisthe first collection of biographies in Spanish
historiography to be published.

The text was written in Spanish in 1450 by Fernan Pérez de Guzman, an historian, moralist, politician, and
poet whose personal contact with the most powerful nobles of the time provided him with the material for
these intimate and revealing portraits. Through insightful commentary on his subjects family background,
personality traits, outstanding deeds, virtues, and vices, the author brings to the reader vivid portraits of some
of the most important playersin Castilian history. Within the portraits, occasional digressions provide the
author with the opportunity to present his own personal beliefs on such timely issues as the situation of
Jewish convertsin Castilla, the greed and self-serving motives of many of his contemporaries, and the role
played by Divine Providence in shaping the history of his country. Pérez's introduction appears to be the first
treatise written in Spanish on the nature of history and on the duties and responsibilities of those recording it.

The trandators have succeeded in maintaining certain stylistic characteristics of fifteenth-century Spanish
without sacrificing readability. Their introduction and notes provide useful background information, as do
the map and genealogical table.

Marie Gillette, a Senior Lecturer in Spanish, and Loretta Zehngut, a Lecturer in Spanish, both teach at Penn
State University.

Advance Praise;

"Fascinating and highly readable.... The book brings striking reality and personality to these historical
figures."--Prof. OliviaR. Constable, University of Notre Dame
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From reader reviews:
Kevin Strickland:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one with theme
for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Pen Portraits of Illustrious Castilians (Medieval
Trandation) iskind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Edda Allen:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Pen Portraits of
Illustrious Castilians (Medieval Trandation) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous
writer in this era. The book untitled Pen Portraits of Illustrious Castilians (Medieval Translation)isthe main
one of several books that everyone read now. Thiskind of book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The
author explained their plan in the smple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this
publication. This book will give you agreat deal of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world with this book.

William Glover:

Pen Portraits of Illustrious Castilians (Medieval Trangation) can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his’her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Pen Portraits
of Illustrious Castilians (Medieval Tranglation) nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader
the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Damian Woodwar d:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern eralike currently, many waysto get information are available for you actually. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the Pen Portraits of Illustrious Castilians (Medieval Translation) when you desired it?
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