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Neocybernetics and Narrative opens a new chapter in Bruce Clarke’s project of rethinking narrative and
media through systems theory. Reconceiving interrelations among subjects, media, significations, and the
social, this study demonstrates second-order systems theory’s potential to provide fresh insights into the
familiar topics of media studies and narrative theory.

A pioneer of systems narratology, Clarke offers readers a synthesis of the neocybernetic theories of cognition
formulated by biologists Humberto Maturana and Francisco Varela, incubated by cyberneticist Heinz von
Foerster, and cultivated in Niklas Luhmann’s social systems theory. From this foundation, he interrogates
media theory and narrative theory through a critique of information theory in favor of autopoietic
conceptions of cognition. Clarke’s purview includes examinations of novels (Mrs. Dalloway and Mind of My
Mind), movies (Avatar, Memento, and Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind), and even Aramis, Bruno
Latour’s idiosyncratic meditation on a failed plan for an automated subway.

Clarke declares the era of the cyborg to have ended, laid to rest as the ontology of technical objects is
brought into differential coordination with operations of living, psychic, and social systems. The second-
order discourse of cognition destabilizes the usual sense of cognition as conscious awareness, revealing the
possibility of nonconscious and nonhuman forms of sentience.
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From reader reviews:

Alyssa Cox:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Neocybernetics and Narrative
(Posthumanities) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Susan Metcalf:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Neocybernetics and Narrative (Posthumanities), you may
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Melissa Sands:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Neocybernetics and Narrative
(Posthumanities) can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have
than the others?

Teresa Burns:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know everything
we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been exactly
added. This guide Neocybernetics and Narrative (Posthumanities) was filled with regards to science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when
they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In
the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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