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On June 14, 1940, German tanks rolled into a silent and deserted Paris. Eight days later, a humbled France
accepted defeat along with foreign occupation. The only consolation was that, while the swastika now flew
over Paris, the City of Light was undamaged. Soon, a peculiar kind of normality returned as theaters, opera
houses, movie theaters and nightclubs reopened for business. This suited both conquerors and vanquished:
the Germans wanted Parisians to be distracted, while the French could show that, culturally at least, they had
not been defeated. Over the next four years, the artistic life of Paris flourished with as much verve as in
peacetime. Only a handful of writers and intellectuals asked if this was an appropriate response to the horrors
of a world war.

Alan Riding introduces us to a panoply of writers, painters, composers, actors and dancers who kept working
throughout the occupation. Maurice Chevalier and Édith Piaf sang before French and German audiences.
Pablo Picasso, whose art was officially banned, continued to paint in his Left Bank apartment. More than
two hundred new French films were made, including Marcel Carné’s classic, Les Enfants du paradis.
Thousands of books were published by authors as different as the virulent anti-Semite Céline and the anti-
Nazis Albert Camus and Jean-Paul Sartre. Meanwhile, as Jewish performers and creators were being forced
to flee or, as was Irène Némirovsky, deported to death camps, a small number of artists and intellectuals
joined the resistance.

Throughout this penetrating and unsettling account, Riding keeps alive the quandaries facing many of these
artists. Were they “saving” French culture by working? Were they betraying France if they performed before
German soldiers or made movies with Nazi approval? Was it the intellectual’s duty to take up arms against
the occupier? Then, after Paris was liberated, what was deserving punishment for artists who had committed
“intelligence with the enemy”?

By throwing light on this critical moment of twentieth-century European cultural history, And the Show Went
On focuses anew on whether artists and writers have a special duty to show moral leadership in moments of
national trauma.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Garcia:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet
and the resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How
people have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this And
the Show Went On: Cultural Life in Nazi-occupied Paris book since this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

Christopher Mueller:

This And the Show Went On: Cultural Life in Nazi-occupied Paris are generally reliable for you who want to
be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this And the Show Went On: Cultural Life
in Nazi-occupied Paris can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this And the Show Went On: Cultural Life in Nazi-
occupied Paris giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Mellisa Holden:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book And the Show Went On: Cultural Life in Nazi-occupied
Paris was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book And the Show Went On:
Cultural Life in Nazi-occupied Paris has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of
book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to
suit your needs and try to like reading that will.

Katrice Fredericksen:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of
book And the Show Went On: Cultural Life in Nazi-occupied Paris. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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