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“Keep your government hands off my Medicare!” Such comments spotlight a central question animating
Suzanne Mettler’ s provocative and timely book: why are many Americans unaware of government social
benefits and so hostile to them in principle, even though they receive them? The Obama administration has
been roundly criticized for itsinability to convey how much it has accomplished for ordinary citizens.
Mettler argues that this difficulty is not merely afailure of communication; rather it is endemic to the
formidable presence of the “ submerged state.”

In recent decades, federal policymakers have increasingly shunned the outright disbursing of benefitsto
individuals and families and favored instead less visible and more indirect incentives and subsidies, from tax
breaks to payments for services to private companies. These submerged policies, Mettler shows, obscure the
role of government and exaggerate that of the market. As aresult, citizens are unaware not only of the
benefits they receive, but of the massive advantages given to powerful interests, such as insurance companies
and the financial industry. Neither do they realize that the policies of the submerged state shower their

largest benefits on the most affluent Americans, exacerbating inequality. Mettler analyzes three Obama
reforms—student aid, tax relief, and health care—to reveal the submerged state and its consequences,
demonstrating how structurally difficult it isto enact policy reforms and even to obtain public recognition for
achieving them. She concludes with recommendations for reform to help make hidden policies more visible
and governance more comprehensible to all Americans.

The sad truth is that many American citizens do not know how major social programs work—or even
whether they benefit from them. Suzanne Mettler’s important new book will bring government policies back
to the surface and encourage citizens to reclaim their voice in the political process.
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From reader reviews:
M adeline Pastrana:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book The Submerged State: How Invisible Government Policies
Undermine American Democracy (Chicago Studiesin American Politics) had been making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
guide The Submerged State: How Invisible Government Policies Undermine American Democracy (Chicago
Studies in American Politics) is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when
you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together
with the book The Submerged State: How Invisible Government Policies Undermine American Democracy
(Chicago Studiesin American Politics). Y ou never sense lose out for everything should you read some
books.

Roger Waldrop:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the The Submerged State: How Invisible
Government Policies Undermine American Democracy (Chicago Studiesin American Politics) is kind of
book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Tammy Pursell:

Precisely why? Because this The Submerged State: How Invisible Government Policies Undermine
American Democracy (Chicago Studiesin American Palitics) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close
to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of rewards
than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So, still want
to hold off having that book? If | ended up you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Martha Howell:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work thisis difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Submerged State: How Invisible Government Policies Undermine



American Democracy (Chicago Studiesin American Politics) why because the amazing cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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