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The partitioning of British India into independent Pakistan and India in August 1947 occurred in the midst of
communal holocaust, with Hindus and Sikhs on one side and Muslims on the other. More than 750,000
people were butchered, and 12 million fled their homes—primarily in caravans of bullock-carts—to seek
refuge across the new border: it was the largest exodus in history. Sixty-seven years later, it is as if that
August never ended.

Renowned historian and journalist Dilip Hiro provides a riveting account of the relationship between India
and Pakistan, tracing the landmark events that led to the division of the sub-continent and the evolution of
the contentious relationship between Hindus and Muslims. To this day, a reasonable resolution to their
dispute has proved elusive, and the Line of Control in Kashmir remains the most heavily fortified frontier in
the world, with 400,000 soldiers arrayed on either side.

Since partition, there have been several acute crises between the neighbors, including the secession of East
Pakistan to form an independent Bangladesh in 1971, and the acquisition of nuclear weapons by both sides
resulting in a scarcely avoided confrontation in 1999 and again in 2002. Hiro amply demonstrates the
geopolitical importance of the India-Pakistan conflict by chronicling their respective ties not only with
America and the Soviet Union, but also with China, Israel, and Afghanistan.

Hiro weaves these threads into a lucid narrative, enlivened with colorful biographies of leaders, vivid
descriptions of wars, sensational assassinations, gross violations of human rights—and cultural signifiers like
cricket matches. The Longest August is incomparable in its scope and presents the first definitive history of
one of the world’s longest-running and most intractable conflicts.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Parker:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific The Longest
August: The Unflinching Rivalry Between India and Pakistan book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Donna Eldridge:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this
The Longest August: The Unflinching Rivalry Between India and Pakistan.

Preston Garza:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to
reading a publication. The book The Longest August: The Unflinching Rivalry Between India and Pakistan it
is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
has high quality.

Donna Muniz:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be The Longest August: The Unflinching Rivalry Between India and
Pakistan why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint



an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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