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Carlos Fuentes once observed that to be a Spanish American intellectual was to fulfill the roles, by default,
of “a tribune, a member of parliament, a labor leader, a journalist, a redeemer of his society.” Such
statements reflect the view that the region’s intellectuals have often acted as substitutes for the structures of a
civil society.

An alternative view casts Spanish American intellectuals in a far more reactionary role. Here, it is suggested
that the elaboration of inert popular stereotypes such as the stoic Indian and the heroic gaucho has resulted in
an infinite postponement of authentic cultural identity, and a perpetuation, aided by intellectuals, of a social
order in which popular demands were either ignored or repressed.

In the context of this debate, this book explores the roles played by intellectuals in the creation of popular
national identities in twentieth-century Spanish America, and seeks to identify the factors which lie behind
two such contrasting evaluations of their contribution. Ranging across the intellectual centers of Argentina,
Chile, Cuba, Mexico and Peru, it illustrates vividly the diversity and evolution of intellectual life in the
region. Particular attention is paid to the idea of peripheral modernity and its influence on intellectual
activity, as well as to the contributions made by intellectuals to the three major strands in debates on popular
national identity: bi-culturalism, anti-imperialism and history.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Levin:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual In the Shadow
of the State is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Nellie Ferguson:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
In the Shadow of the State.

Diane Sanchez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this In the Shadow of the State guide written
by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate
your hunger then you still doubt In the Shadow of the State as good book not merely by the cover but also
through the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Lynn Gallagher:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but novel and In the Shadow of the State or perhaps others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes In the Shadow of the State to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.
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