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In this first volume of his magisterial study of the foundations of Mormon thought and practice, Terryl L.
Givens offers a sweeping account of Mormon belief from its founding to the present day. Situating the
relatively new movement in the context of the Christian tradition, he reveals that Mormonism continues to
change and grow.

Givens shows that despite Mormonism's origins in a biblical culture strongly influenced by nineteenth-
century Restorationist thought, which advocated a return to the Christianity of the early Church, the new
movement diverges radically from the Christianity of the creeds. Mormonism proposes its own cosmology
and metaphysics, in which human identity is rooted in a premortal world as eternal as God. Mormons view
mortal life as an enlightening ascent rather than a catastrophic fall, and reject traditional Christian concepts
of human depravity and destiny. Popular fascination with Mormonism's social innovations, such as
polygamy and communalism, and its supernatural and esoteric elements-angels, gold plates, seer stones, a
New World Garden of Eden, and sacred undergarments-have long overshadowed the fact that it is the most
enduring and even thriving product of the nineteenth century's religious upheavals and innovations.

Wrestling the Angel traces the essential contours of Mormon thought from the time of Joseph Smith and
Brigham Young to the contemporary LDS church, illuminating both the seminal influence of the founding
generation of Mormon thinkers and the significant developments in the church over almost 200 years. The
most comprehensive account of the development of Mormon thought ever written, Wrestling the Angel will
be essential reading for anyone seeking to understand the Mormon faith.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Farnsworth:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Wrestling the
Angel: The Foundations of Mormon Thought: Cosmos, God, Humanity suitable to you? The actual book was
written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Wrestling the Angel: The Foundations of
Mormon Thought: Cosmos, God, Humanityis the main of several books this everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Gerald Toups:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer could be Wrestling the Angel: The Foundations of Mormon Thought: Cosmos, God,
Humanity why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Silvia Washington:

You can find this Wrestling the Angel: The Foundations of Mormon Thought: Cosmos, God, Humanity by
visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties
for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It
is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.

Diana Gum:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Wrestling the Angel: The Foundations
of Mormon Thought: Cosmos, God, Humanity to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it
and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
open a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Wrestling the Angel: The Foundations of Mormon Thought:
Cosmos, God, Humanity can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in



doing what must you're doing of these time.
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