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For some women writers and photographers during the two world wars—Edith Wharton, Mildred Aldrich,
Martha Gellhorn, Lee Miller, H.D., and Gertrude Stein—the construction of the female subject as an
observer of combat became a vital concern. Their explorations of vision took place against the backdrop of a
larger shift in Western culture's understanding of what "seeing" meant in common practice and philosophical
discourse alike. The role of visuality in their lives was massively transformed not only by the rigid gender
roles of war but by the introduction of new combat practices and technologies such as aerial surveillance,
trench warfare, and civilian bombardment.

In The World Wars Through the Female Gaze, Jean Gallagher maps one portion of the historicized, gendered
territory of what Nancy K. Miller calls the "gaze in representation." Expanding the notion of the gaze in
critical discourse, Gallagher situates a number of visual acts within specific historic contexts to reconstruct
the wartime female subject. She looks at both the female observer's physical act of seeing—and the refusal to
see—for example, a battlefield, a wounded soldier, a torture victim, a national flag, a fashion model, a
bombed city, or a wartime hallucination.

The book begins with two instances of wartime propaganda written by American women in France in 1915.
Both Edith Wharton's Fighting France and Mildred Aldrich's A Hilltop on the Marne offer a complex and
often contradictory sense of a woman writer's struggles with authority, resistance, and killing. In the process,
Gallagher teases out the role of specular vision and the impossibility of "directly" seeing the war.

Gallagher then turns to literary and visual texts produced by two female journalists between 1940 and 1945.
Martha Gellhorn's 1940 novel A Stricken Field exhibits a range of gendered seeing positions within and in
opposition to the visual ideologies of fascism during the Nazi occupation of Czechoslovakia. Lee Miller's
war correspondence and photography for Vogue show how Miller constructed herself and her predominantly
female American audience as antifascist observers of war by working with and against some of the
conventions of surrealist fashion photography.

Gallagher concludes by focusing on the experimental autobiographical prose of H.D. and Gertrude Stein to
explore the functions of vision on two World War II "homefronts"—London during the Blitz and Vichy
France.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Wang:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that The World Wars Through the Female Gaze book as
starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Marilyn Perez:

Typically the book The World Wars Through the Female Gaze will bring someone to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new
book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book The World Wars Through the Female Gaze is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Wilbert York:

You can find this The World Wars Through the Female Gaze by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book.
In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways
for you.

James Hanson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just in search of the The World Wars Through the Female Gaze when you essential it?
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