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Rewriting Medieval Japanese Women explores the world of thirteenth-century Japan through the life of a
prolific noblewoman known as Nun Abutsu (1225–1283). Abutsu crossed gender and genre barriers by
writing the first career guide for Japanese noblewomen, the first female-authored poetry treatise, and the first
poetic travelogue by a woman—all despite the increasingly limited social mobility for women during the
Kamakura era (1185–1336). Capitalizing on her literary talent and political prowess, Abutsu rose from
middling origins and single-motherhood to a prestigious marriage and membership in an esteemed literary
lineage.

Abutsu’s life is well documented in her own letters, diaries, and commentaries, as well as in critiques written
by rivals, records of poetry events, and legal documents. Drawing on these and other literary and
historiographical sources, including The Tale of Genji, author Christina Laffin demonstrates how medieval
women responded to institutional changes that transformed their lives as court attendants, wives, and nuns.
Despite increased professionalization of the arts, competition over sources of patronage, and rivaling claims
to literary expertise, Abutsu proved her poetic capabilities through her work and often used patriarchal ideals
of femininity to lay claim to political and literary authority.

Rewriting Medieval Japanese Women effectively challenges notions that literary salons in Japan were a
phenomenon limited to the Heian period (794–1185) and that literary writing and scholarship were the
domain of men during the Kamakura era. Its analysis of literary works within the context of women’s history
makes clear the important role that medieval women and their cultural contributions continued to play in
Japanese history.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Aldridge:

The book Rewriting Medieval Japanese Women: Politics, Personality, and Literary Production in the Life of
Nun Abutsu can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Rewriting Medieval Japanese Women: Politics,
Personality, and Literary Production in the Life of Nun Abutsu? Some of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book Rewriting Medieval Japanese Women: Politics, Personality, and
Literary Production in the Life of Nun Abutsu has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Nancy Kline:

The reason? Because this Rewriting Medieval Japanese Women: Politics, Personality, and Literary
Production in the Life of Nun Abutsu is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to
snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages
than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So ,
still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Harold Dalton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So
you know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Rewriting Medieval
Japanese Women: Politics, Personality, and Literary Production in the Life of Nun Abutsu.

Keith Mayo:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Rewriting Medieval Japanese Women:
Politics, Personality, and Literary Production in the Life of Nun Abutsu to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very



simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It
is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the guide Rewriting Medieval
Japanese Women: Politics, Personality, and Literary Production in the Life of Nun Abutsu can to be your
friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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