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On September 26, 1924, the ground collapsed beneath a truck in a back alley in Washington, D.C., revealing
a mysterious underground labyrinth. In spite of wild speculations, the tunnel was not the work of German
spies, but rather an aging, eccentric Smithsonian scientist named Harrison Gray Dyar, Jr. While Dyar's
covert tunneling habits may seem far-fetched, they were merely one of many oddities in Dyar's unbelievable
life.

For the first time, insect biosystematist Marc E. Epstein presents a complete account of Dyar's life story.
Dyar, one of the most influential biologists of the twentieth century, focused his entomological career on
building natural classifications of various groups of insects. His revolutionary approach to taxonomy, which
examined both larval and adult stages of insects, brought about major changes in the scientific community's
understanding of natural relationships and insect systematics. He was also the father of what came to be
known as Dyar's Law, a pragmatic method to standardize information on insect larval stages as they grow.
Over the course of his illustrious career at the U.S. National Museum, Smithsonian Institution from 1897-
1929, Dyar named over 3,000 species, established the "List of North American Lepidoptera," an unrivaled
catalog of moths and butterflies, and built one of the nation's premier lepidoptera and mosquito collections.

However, Dyar's scientific accomplishments are a mere component of this remarkable biography. Epstein
offers an account of Dyar's complicated personal life, from his feuds with fellow entomologists to the
scandalous revelation that he was married to two wives at the same time. Epstein also chronicles Dyar's
exploration of the Baha'i faith, his extensive travels, his innumerable works of unpublished fiction, and the
loss of his wealth from bad investments. Comprehensive and engaging, Moths, Myths, and Mosquitoes will
delight entomologists and historians alike, as well as anyone interested in exploring the zany life of one of
America's virtually unknown scientific geniuses.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Dawkins:

The book Moths, Myths, and Mosquitoes: The Eccentric Life of Harrison G. Dyar, Jr. make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
examining a book Moths, Myths, and Mosquitoes: The Eccentric Life of Harrison G. Dyar, Jr. to get your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few
or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a book Moths, Myths, and
Mosquitoes: The Eccentric Life of Harrison G. Dyar, Jr.. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Lien Fugate:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot
of new information. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Moths, Myths, and Mosquitoes: The Eccentric Life of Harrison G. Dyar, Jr., you can
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a guide.

Alan Archuleta:

Moths, Myths, and Mosquitoes: The Eccentric Life of Harrison G. Dyar, Jr. can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Moths, Myths, and Mosquitoes: The Eccentric Life of Harrison G. Dyar, Jr. but doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of
it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

James Hanson:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list will be Moths, Myths, and Mosquitoes: The Eccentric Life of Harrison G. Dyar,
Jr.. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious



person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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