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A critical reader of the history of marriage understands that it is an institution that has always been in flux. It
is also a decidedly complicated one, existing simultaneously in the realms of religion, law, and emotion. And
yet recent years have seen dramatic and heavily waged battles over the proposition of including same sex
couples in marriage. Just what is at stake in these battles?
 
License to Wed examines the meanings of marriage for couples in the two first states to extend that right to
same sex couples: California and Massachusetts. The two states provide a compelling contrast: while in
California the rights that go with marriage—inheritance, custody, and so forth—were already granted to
couples under the state’s domestic partnership law, those in Massachusetts did not have this same set of
rights. At the same time, Massachusetts has offered civil marriage consistently since 2004; Californians, on
the other hand, have experienced a much more turbulent legal path. And yet, same-sex couples in both states
seek to marry for a variety of interacting, overlapping, and evolving reasons that do not vary significantly by
location.
 
The evidence shows us that for many of these individuals, access to civil marriage in particular—not
domestic partnership alone, no matter how broad—and not a commitment ceremony alone, no matter how
emotional—is a home of such personal, civic, political, and instrumental resonance that it is ultimately
difficult to disentangle the many meanings of marriage. This book attempts to do so, and in the process
reveals just what is at stake for these couples, how access to a legal institution fundamentally alters their
consciousness, and what the impact of legal inclusion is for those traditionally excluded.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Huynh:

The book License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex Couples give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex Couples to get your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like start and read a book License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex
Couples. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So ,
how do you think about this e-book?

Yvonne Tetrault:

This License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex Couples usually are reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this License to Wed: What Legal
Marriage Means to Same-Sex Couples can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this License to Wed: What Legal Marriage
Means to Same-Sex Couples giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Lois Huseby:

Precisely why? Because this License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex Couples is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible
way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Kelly Jackson:

This License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex Couples is great publication for you because
the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can
declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex Couples in your



hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?
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