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Like the cracking of the genetic code and the creation of the atomic bomb, the discovery of how the brain's
neurons work is one of the fundamental scientific developments of the twentieth century. The discovery of
neurotransmitters revolutionized the way we think about the brain and what it means to be human yet few
people know how they were discovered, the scientists involved, or the fierce controversy about whether they
even existed. The War of the Soups and the Sparks tells the saga of the dispute between the pharmacologists,
who had uncovered the first evidence that nerves communicate by releasing chemicals, and the
neurophysiologists, experts on the nervous system, who dismissed the evidence and remained committed to
electrical explanations.

The protagonists of this story are Otto Loewi and Henry Dale, who received Nobel Prizes for their work, and
Walter Cannon, who would have shared the prize with them if he had not been persuaded to adopt a
controversial theory (how that happened is an important part of this history). Valenstein sets his story of
scientific discovery against the backdrop of two world wars and examines the fascinating lives of several
scientists whose work was affected by the social and political events of their time. He recounts such stories
as Loewi's arrest by Nazi storm troopers and Dale's efforts at helping key scientists escape Germany.

The War of the Soups and the Sparks reveals how science and scientists work. Valenstein describes the
observations and experiments that led to the discovery of neurotransmitters and sheds light on what
determines whether a novel concept will gain acceptance among the scientific community. His work also
explains the immense importance of Loewi, Dale, and Cannon's achievements in our understanding of the
human brain and the way mental illnesses are conceptualized and treated.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Nicolas:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The War of
the Soups and the Sparks: The Discovery of Neurotransmitters and the Dispute Over How Nerves
Communicate suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual
book untitled The War of the Soups and the Sparks: The Discovery of Neurotransmitters and the Dispute
Over How Nerves Communicateis the one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired
a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of
this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Floyd Alling:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them
is this The War of the Soups and the Sparks: The Discovery of Neurotransmitters and the Dispute Over How
Nerves Communicate.

Patrice Reese:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The War of the Soups and the Sparks:
The Discovery of Neurotransmitters and the Dispute Over How Nerves Communicate, you may enjoy both.
It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Jerry Blair:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be read. The War of the Soups and the Sparks: The Discovery of Neurotransmitters and



the Dispute Over How Nerves Communicate can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have
those short extra time problems.
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