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For centuries humankind has fantasized about life on Mars, whether it’ s intelligent Martian life invading our
planet (immortalized in H.G. Wells's The War of the Worlds) or humanity colonizing Mars (the late Ray
Bradbury’ s The Martian Chronicles). The Red Planet’s proximity and likeness to Earth make it a magnet for
our collective imagination. Y et the question of whether life exists on Mars—or has ever existed
there—remains an open one. Science has not caught up to science fiction—at least not yet.

This summer we will be one step closer to finding the answer. On August 5th, Curiosity—a one-ton, Mini
Cooper-sized nuclear-powered rover—is scheduled to land on Mars, with the primary mission of
determining whether the red planet has ever been physically capable of supporting life. In Getting to Mars,
Roger Wiens, the principal investigator for the ChemCam instrument on the rover—the main tool for
measuring Mars's past habitability—will tell the unlikely story of the development of this payload and rover
now blasting towards a planet 354 million miles from Earth.

ChemCam (short for Chemistry and Camera) is an instrument onboard the Curiosity designed to vaporize
and measure the chemical makeup of Martian rocks. Different elements give off uniquely colored light when
zapped with alaser; the light is then read by the instrument’ s spectrometer and identified. Theideaisto use
ChemCam to detect life-supporting elements such as carbon, nitrogen, and oxygen to eval uate whether
conditions on Mars have ever been favorable for microbial life.

Thisis not only an inside story about sending fantastic lasers to Mars, however. It' sthe story of anew erain
space exploration. Starting with NASA’ s introduction of the Discovery Program in 1992, smaller, scrappier,
more nimble missions won out as behemoth manned projects went extinct. This strategic shift presented
huge opportunities—but also presented huge risks for shutdown and failure. And as Wiens recounts, his
project came close to being closed down on numerous occasions. Getting to Mars is the inspiring account of
how Wiens and his team overcame incredible challenges—Ilogistical, financial, and political—to successfully
launch arover in an effort to answer the eternal question: isthere life on Mars?
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From reader reviews:
Melinda Gregory:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem aswell as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Red Rover: Inside the Story of Robotic Space Exploration, from
Genesisto the Mars Rover Curiosity.

Elaine Davenport:

In other case, little folks like to read book Red Rover: Inside the Story of Robotic Space Exploration, from
Genesisto the Mars Rover Curiosity. Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Aslong as
we know about how is important the book Red Rover: Inside the Story of Robotic Space Exploration, from
Genesis to the Mars Rover Curiosity. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know
that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

James Williams:

This book untitled Red Rover: Inside the Story of Robotic Space Exploration, from Genesis to the Mars
Rover Curiosity to be one of several books which best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this
e-book you can get alot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you
can order it viaonline. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
reserve from your list.

Raymond Guajardo:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authorsin thisworld always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them isthis Red Rover:
Inside the Story of Robotic Space Exploration, from Genesis to the Mars Rover Curiosity.
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