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An environmental History of California during the Gold Rush

Between 1849 and 1874 almost $1 billion in gold was mined in California. With little available capital or
labor, here's how: high-pressure water cannons washed hillsides into sluices that used mercury to trap gold
but let the soil wash away; eventually more than three times the amount of earth moved to make way for the
Panama Canal entered California's rivers, leaving behind twenty tons of mercury every mile—rivers
overflowed their banks and valleys were flooded, the land poisoned. In the rush to wealth, the same chain of
foreseeable consequences reduced California's forests and grasslands.

Not since William Cronon's Nature's Metropolis has a historian so skillfully applied John Muir's
insight—"When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything else in the
universe"—to the telling of the history of the American West. Beautifully told, this is western environmental
history at its finest.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Kruse:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just
their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Mining California: An Ecological History to
read.

Jody Watson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Mining California: An
Ecological History that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you can pick Mining California: An Ecological History become your own
personal starter.

Betty Serrano:

This Mining California: An Ecological History is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for
some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge
more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Mining California: An
Ecological History can be the light food in your case because the information inside this particular book is
easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is
the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better
life in addition to knowledge.

Lorraine Joyner:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Mining California: An Ecological History was bright
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Mining California: An Ecological
History has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you
can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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