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Questioning the myth of unconditional love between parents and children, this study examines the strength
of the parental bond when children are born with physical defects. The author, a social scientist, studied
parents' behavior toward 1,450 children born with defects in three hospitals in Israel, and then conducted
follow-up studies over a period of six years with 200 families in their homes. One of the major recurring
patterns of parental behavior was a massive tendency toward rejection of deformed children. Rejection was
manifested by parents' wishes for drastic separation from their children through abandonment,
institutionalization, or giving up for adoption. If brought home, the children were isolated and hidden from
view. Weiss found that half of the newborns with physically observable defects were abandoned by their
parents in the hospital. Even when the parents were assured by doctors that their children would develop
intellectually or would not require special care, the tendency to abandon remained strong. Normal children
who suffered physical deformity due to burns or other accidents were similarly rejected by their parents. This
study will take a major place in the literature on human behavior because through exhaustive and long-term
observation of actual behavior in thousands of individual situations, it exposes the extreme importance of
physical appearance in interpersonal relations.

The author describes how the deformity causes confusion in the parents' cognitive system, labelling the child
with a name such as monster or devil or creature, or another non-human category. Parents' reactions to their
children's body image are discussed and the concept of body boundaries is analyzed. Children connected to
medical apparatus or sickly children are the cause of much parental rejection. Also, territorial restrictions are
placed on the deformed child in the home. These range from closeting or imprisoning in unfurnished
surroundings separate from the family to demotion to servant status within the family. This study refutes
most assumptions in the literature and shows that forming bonds with one's biological child is not necessarily
spontaneous, automatic, or natural, and that every child undergoes a process of adoption or rejection based
on external appearance and whether or not that appearance matches the parents' image of a person. Hospital
personnel, social workers, sociologists and anthropologists will be profoundly influenced by this work, as
will be all others who read it.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Lantigua:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book Conditional Love: Parents' Attitudes Toward
Handicapped Children had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication Conditional Love: Parents' Attitudes
Toward Handicapped Children is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship together with the book Conditional Love: Parents' Attitudes Toward Handicapped
Children. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Jill Vaughn:

This Conditional Love: Parents' Attitudes Toward Handicapped Children tend to be reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Conditional Love: Parents'
Attitudes Toward Handicapped Children can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your previous
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Conditional Love: Parents' Attitudes Toward Handicapped
Children forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Robert Wallace:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Conditional Love: Parents' Attitudes Toward
Handicapped Children or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science book, any other book likes Conditional Love: Parents' Attitudes Toward Handicapped
Children to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Julio Canfield:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
also know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book.



Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Conditional Love: Parents'
Attitudes Toward Handicapped Children.
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