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General Halbert Eleazer Paine, commanding officer of the 4th Wisconsin Regiment of Volunteers, took part
in most of the significant military actions in the lower Mississippi Valley during the Civil War. Nearly forty
years after the conflict's end, Paine -- a former schoolteacher and attorney who would become a three-term
congressman -- penned recollections of his wartime exploits, including his involvement in the Vicksburg
campaign, the operations that resulted in the capture of New Orleans, the Battle of Baton Rouge, the Bayou
Teche offensive, and the siege of Port Hudson. Now available for the first time, A Wisconsin Yankee in
Confederate Bayou Country provides Paine's reflections and offer his excellent eyewitness account of the
complexities of war.

Paine describes in detail the antiguerrilla operations he coordinated in southern Louisiana and Mississippi
and his role in the defense of Washington, D.C., where he commanded a portion of the line during
Confederate General Jubal Early's 1864 movement against the city. His experiences shed light on the daily
struggle of the common solider and on the political and legal debates that dominated the times. In one
striking episode, he describes his arrest for refusing to return to their masters fugitive slaves who entered his
lines. He discusses the occupation of New Orleans and the relations between Federal soldiers and local
slaves and provides definitive commentary on dramatic incidents such as the burning of Baton Rouge and the
destruction of the ironclad ram C.S.S. Arkansas.

A departure from most accounts by Union army veterans, Paine's story includes less celebration of the grand
cause and greater analysis of the motives for his actions -- and their inherent contradictions. He sympathized
with the many "contrabands" he encountered, for example, yet he callously dismissed a reliable servant for
suggesting that the rebels fought well. Despite expressing kind feelings toward certain southern families,
Paine all but condoned his troops' "excessive looting" of local homes and businesses, which he viewed as
acceptable retribution for those who resisted Federal authority. After the war, Paine also served as
commissioner of patents, championing innovations such as the introduction of typewriters into the Federal
bureaucracy.

With a useful introduction and annotations by noted historian Samuel C. Hyde, Jr., A Wisconsin Yankee in
Confederate Bayou Country reveals many of the subtle advantages enjoyed by the troops in blue, as well as
the attitudes that led to behavior that left a violent legacy for generations.
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From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Davis:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading a
guide. The book A Wisconsin Yankee in Confederate Bayou Country: The Civil War Reminiscences of a
Union General it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this
book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you
can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is
not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Anthony Hubbard:

Exactly why? Because this A Wisconsin Yankee in Confederate Bayou Country: The Civil War
Reminiscences of a Union General is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to
snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the
other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Numbers Harless:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this A Wisconsin Yankee in Confederate
Bayou Country: The Civil War Reminiscences of a Union General book written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
hesitation A Wisconsin Yankee in Confederate Bayou Country: The Civil War Reminiscences of a Union
General as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can
break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!?
Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Jorge Eaton:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book A Wisconsin Yankee in Confederate Bayou
Country: The Civil War Reminiscences of a Union General was multi-colored and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book A Wisconsin Yankee in Confederate Bayou Country: The Civil War
Reminiscences of a Union General has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example



Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading that.
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